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A Community Church

hank you for your generous spirit and your

passion for serving others. It is because of
your prayers, presence, gifts, service, and
faithfulness that the body of Christ here at
Mission Bend United Methodist Church is able to
moke disciples for Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.

everyday. Our singular goal is te bring people
into @ growing relotionship with Jesus Christ,
build them up as His disciples, and send them out
into the warld to love God and neighbor in all
things.

ur church is mere than a Sunday only

church, Drive by Mission Bend almost
anytime, and you will see @ church that is alive
with activity! The information provided on the
following pages is intended to acquaint you with
the ministerial efforts of our church, the benefits
they bring to our community, and the financial
costs associated with providing them.

][r is our hope that os you read these pages,
you will gain o greater knowledge of your

ission Bend United
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Mission Bend community. God hos gean age fs weacd e poople of
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blessed us with a dynamic and
growing church attracting a

cultural and ethnic backgrounds to
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church family's needs and better
understand our request for your
financial help. In order to fund the
misslons and ministry of the church,
the finance committee of the
church hos adopted o working
budget of $988,292 for the

its membership through its grocious hospitality,
passionate  worship, and faith  forming
relationships. We started over twenty-five years
ago to reach the people of this community with
the message of Christ's hope and love. Today we
are o vibrant, exciting ploce that is touching and
changing lives of children, youth, and adults

calendar year 2008. It is through
your faithful commitment and support that we
are able to put our Faith in Action.

P rayerfully consider what your financial
commitment will be to the ongoing worship,
fellowship, evangelism, missions, discipleship, and
ministry of the church.
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Worship
Love the Sord your God

o |I i:very Sunday hundreds of people
m#a{@w{pf» Seard and’ gather in three services to show our
love for God in a reloxed friendly
"‘4”/{'}"“‘” soel andl ik environment. We believe worship should
il it wiirid et ik sl MO be stuffy, but o celebration; a place
A o that is alive and a place where your life

will be changed.

The messages that you hear will
always be biblical and will celebrate
our life together in Christ. We host
several services. Each offering a unique
worship experience:

pond od'nmyf“f.

Mk 72 30

* Traditional worship service - 8:30 a.m.
¢ Praise service - 9:40 a.m.

* Blending of Traditional and Praise -
11:00 a.m.

Miwsion Bend UMC Sanciuary

*» And many special seasonal worship

services:
AR & offall +  Christmas Eve
- s o {//ﬂ »  Ash Wednesday
recebecnic and make (;‘aul . Lent
*  Heoly Thursday
my dcples. Bapliseny Good Friday
dhans iov B nasene //A; +  Easter

The music program is under the
] guidance of our Music Director with
the support of numerous staff, volunteers
and assistants. Our worship ministries also
include our ushers and greeters, who do a
wonderful ministry of welcoming members
and guests into our worship services, and o
drama ministry, which brings energy and
creativity to our worship experience. The
amount needed for total support of the
worship ministries in 2008 is $394,465.

b

The Mission Bend UMC Choir
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God is at work in the world and He
wants us to join Him. At Mission Bend
you have an opportunity to respond to
Christ's love in o real way that grows
God's family and spreads the faith.
Through our Missions ministries we share
with others our varied talent and gifts that
God gave us, and by doing so we help
share his love.

Every year we support a multitude of
different outreaches including
providing housing for @ homeless teen and
furnishing school supplies for nearby public
schools.  Mission Bend UMC is an active
part of the Mission Bells Food Pantry
supplying emergency food to area
residents.

V\ ?e respond to hurricane disasters.
Y Y This year, we went to affected

areas and helping to clear out fallen
trees and debris. Our Agape fund
reaches out to people in need in our
church and community who are
experiencing economic and personal
crises Including loss of job, rent and or
mortgage assistance, shelter and food.
We are also partnering with the mission
projects of the United Methodist Church
and each year literally touch people
around the world in the name and spirit
of Jesus Christ.

IOur international mission focus this
year has been the MNothing But
Nets campaign, which is o global,
grassroofs campaign to save lives by
preventing malaria, a leading killer of
children in Africa. As of September of
this year we haove raised more than
$6,000 to the Nothing but Nets ministry.
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Missions (cont.)

Helping thawe lews forfiunate in our commmiry

More than 600 families have been blessed
to have a mosquite net that keeps
maosquitoes from biting during the night and
spreading the killer disease.

hen you become active in Mission

Bend UMC you will have many
opportunities to spread lesus’ message of
life changing love and provision in ways
that will net only help others, but will
transform you. The total needed for the
support of the missions of the church for
2008 is $132,464.
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Evangelism
In the last nine months our congregation
has been intentional about preparing
and equipping itself for reaching others
with the good news of Jesus Christ. In
February, March, and April of this year
the church participated in 40 Days of
Community with an emphasis on spiritual
renewal through small group faith forming

relationships and outreach to our
community.
e continue to evaluate and

-s s upgrade our facilities and signage

to insure that we are an inviting and visitor
friendly congregation. We work to keep
our website up to date with newsletters,
ministry and discipleship opportunities, a
word from the postor and devotional links.

][n addition to the website, welcome
postcards are sent to several zip codes
of persons who have just moved into the
community on a menthly bosis inviting them
to our worship services. A mass mail out is
also done twice a year inviting nearby
communities to our Christmas and Easter
holiday services and ministries.

his year we qualified for the

Welcoming Church recognition award
sponsored by the Igniting Ministries of the
United Methodist Church. This recognizes
those churches in our connection that have
shown exceptional diligence in creating a
welcoming and caring environment for
persons visiting their compus and worship
services. The total amount needed for
support of our evangelism ministries for
2008 is $85,090.
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Discipleship and Fellowship

t was God's plan to moke us like his

Son, Jesus. As disciples we are called to
grow in the love and
knowledge of our Lord
ond Saovier Jesus
Christ. We are called
te gather on a regular |
basis and engoge in
intentional Bible study
and Christian prayer.
These groups contain
children, youth, and
adults. The focus of

Our Acodemy offers a Christian based
education 1o the children in cur community

these groups is on intentional spiritual
growth. Included in these small group

discipleship
% | opportunities is Disciple
| Bible

Study,
Companions in  Christ,
Christian  Believer,

confirmation  classes
and youth ministries.

I ;‘or the third year in
A a row our Sunday

School classes and small
group studies ministries
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Discipleship and Fellowship (cont.)

Connie Fowler leads a discussion in Confirmation Class

have been the recipient of the Five Star
Excellence award for outstanding work in
the area of creating Christian discipleship
opportunities. The prayer ministry has
also sponsored several classes that
introduce persons to ministry of prayer.

Eve!y Sunday teens gather to
strengthen their faith in a high-
energy time of worship, study, fellowship,
and fun. Beyond the weekly gathering,
there are regular retreats, summer youth
camp, o youth praise band, mission trips
and Bible studies. This past summer the
youth attended the Youth 2007
Convention where more than 8000
Methodist youth from all over the globe

gathered in Greensboro, NC, for

Christian fellowship.

| hrough the Mission Bend Christian
Academy we continue to shape the
lives of children ond fomilies in our
congregatien and community with a
Christian worldview. We provide a Christ
—centered, academically occelerated
program that develops good character,
strong moral values, and love for
learning. The total amount needed for
the support of our discipleship, fellowship,
youth, and children ministries for 2008 is
$318,959.

Our UMYF Group won firt place AND o new loptep for
the church in the Amating Bible Roce at Youth 2007
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Ministry

VVE serve God by serving others.
Y Jesus measures greatness in terms
of service not stotus. Servants are always
looking for ways to serve and care for
one another. We offer several opportuni-
ties ond ways to use our spiritual gifts to
serve others.

Mickey Elfis, Pat Howell, and Dorothy Below hand crafr
quilt squares for our Prayers ond Squares minfstry.

Srephen Ministry is @ ministry in our
J congregation in which trained and
supervised lay persons, called Stephen
Ministers, provide one-on-one Christian
care to individuals facing life challenges
or crises in including job loss, divorce, and
iliness. We also have a strong Lay Car-
ing Ministry where members offer care
and support by visiting members or
friends of the congregation that are hos-
pitalized, in nursing homes, extended
care facilities and the home bound. .

:[n addition to these ministries the lay
ministry team sponsors the Prayers and
Squares ministry. This is an interfaith cut-
reach ministry that combines the gift of
prayer with the gift of hand-tied quilts.
The total amount needed for the support
of our ministry component in 2008 is
$57,314.
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