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MAY 2010 MBUMC PRAYER FOCUS  
Please join the Mission Bend UMC Prayer Ministry Team in this prayer  

 

So, brothers and sisters, what should you do?  When you meet together, one person has a 
song, and another has a teaching.  Another has a new truth from God.  Another speaks in a 
different language, and another person interprets that language.  The purpose of all these 

things should be to help the church grow strong.        
 I Corinthians 14:26 New Century Version  

 
Holy and Loving God, 

 We, your people, come before you in thanksgiving and praise, thankful that òthe 

churchõs one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord.ó (Hymn 545)  Because of the sacrifice of 

the Messiah, we are a free people, free of the penalties and punishments chalked up by all our 

misdeeds.  And not just barely free, either.  Abundantly free!  You thought of everything, 

providing for all we could possibly need. (Ephesians 1:7 -8 Msg)  You have established your 

church and you have promised you will never leave us or forsake us. (Hebrews 13:5c; Joshua 

1:5) 

 Help us, Lord, to be satisfied with what we have. (Heb. 13:5b)  Help us begin to see 

and know how deep is your wisdom, Lord.  Every part of Scripture is God -breathed and useful 

one way or another ð showing us truth, exposing our rebellion, correcting our mistakes, 

training us to live your way.  Through your word we are put together and shaped up for the 

tasks you have for us. (2 Timothy 3:16 -17 Msg) 

 Lord, we thank you for your love and grace in the lives of Mike Ellis, Nancy Hupp and 

Connie Fowler who lead and serve in Menõs Ministry, Celebration Ministry and the 

Confirmation Program.  Lord, in your word you have said that òthe one who blesses others is 

abundantly blessedó (Proverbs 11:25a Msg) and that òwhoever refreshes others will be 

refreshed.ó (Prov. 11:25b TNIV)  Make us thankful for this way of meeting together, to 

òencourage one another and build one another upó (1 Thess. 5:11) and to òspur one another on 

toward love and good deeds.ó Hebrews 10:24)   

 As Paul instructed Timothy, so may we all be encouraged to òpursue a righteous lifeña 

life of wonder, faith, love, steadiness and courtesy.ó (1 Timothy 6:11 Msg) 

All this we pray in the holy name of Jesus,    Amen.  

 

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,  

 is laid for your faith in his excellent word!  

What more can he say than to you he hath said,  

to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?  

Hymn 529 v. 1 
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In my family, whenever there was a question of taste or a difference of opinion, my mother would day, ñWell, thatôs 

why thereôs chocolate and vanilla!ò  Couldnôt agree about whether that dessert was any good?  ñThatôs why thereôs 

chocolate and vanilla!ò  Even huge political differences: ñThatôs why thereôs chocolate and vanilla!ò 

 One of the neat things about being around the church these days (especially Mission Bend!) is that we are so 

very different.  We look different; we think different; weôre from way different places and backgrounds.  As a 

consequence we donôt always agree about everything.  But then, ñThatôs why thereôs chocolate and vanilla.ò   

 This summer we are planning to add some variety to your available flavors of worship.  Beginning the first 

Sunday in June and running through August, we will still have three services, but they will be quite different, offering 

different things. 

 

Å 8:30    Contemplative Service with Communion 

 This service will be quieter, offering times for silence and reflection, with guided meditation and communion every 

Sunday. 

Å 9:40    Teaching Service 

 This service will emphasize Bible study, with shorter liturgy and music, and an extended  

 (forty minutes?) time for preaching/teaching. 

Å 11:00  Traditional or ñBusiness as Usualò 

 This service will look very much like worship has always looked, with a wide variety of music and an aim to appeal to a 

wide variety of people. 

 

 Our goal is not to find theò rightò way to worship, but to explore ways to make worship ñright for you.ò  We hope you will try 

 them all. 

       Blessings, 

                                                                            

Mission Bend Christian Academy  

Board of Directors Selects Jennifer Craft  

as Head of School 
 

Houston, TX (April 2010) ï The Board of Directors of Mission Bend Christian Academy in 
Houston are pleased to announce the appointment of Mrs. Jennifer Craft as the new Head of 
School for the 2010 ï 2011 school year. Mrs. Craft received her BA Degree in Fine Arts from 
Texas Christian University, completed educational course work at the University of Houston - 
downtown, and received her M.Ed. from University of Houston - Victoria.  

 

Mrs. Craft has over 20 years of experience in education in a wide variety of settings.  She has always chosen to teach in 
Christian Schools. ñBy choice, I have spent my years in education in Christian schoolsò. states Mrs. Craft.  ñPeople skills are 
my strength and a joyò. ñAttention to detail and ensuring students come first is paramountò. The Board agrees that Mrs. Craft 
can take the school in the direction that it needs to go, to remain a vital part of the community as it expands through Middle 
school.  This was evident in her abilities to lead the Wesley Academy as the Lower School Head (3 year olds ï 6

th
 Grade) 

for three years. 
 

Mrs. Craft also sits on the School Board for Calvary Episcopal School and College Prep in Richmond, TX.  Mrs. Craft fully 
understands and appreciates the importance of a Christian role model in the lives of students, parents, faculty, and staff. As 
an administrator and a teacher, Mrs. Craft has been very successful in helping to raise the standards for teaching and 
promoting student growth.  
 
Mission Bend Christian Academy is a loving ministry of the Mission Bend United Methodist Church.  In 1982, Mission Bend 
Christian Academy started with a vision to create a school within the community where children could be safe, nurtured and 
experience spiritual growth and development in a Christian environment.  Since then, over 3000 children have received a 
quality education from the Academy.   
 
About Mission Bend Christian Academy 
Mission Bend Christian Academy provides high quality private education, with small class sizes, caring and skilled teachers, 
and an array of supplemental educational services, including Extended Day (before and after school care) and summer 
programs. For more information on Mission Bend Christian Academy, please visit www.missionbendchristianacademy.org  

http://www.missionbendchristianacademy.org/
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SERVICE OF PRAYER AND HEALING 
 

You are invited to a Service of Prayer and Healing Sunday, May 2, 2010 at 12:15 P. M. in the Sanctuary.  
 

This brief service is designed to ask Jesus Christ to bring healing to people in every area of our lives, anywhere you or 
someone you care about is hurting, whether it be strained relationships, financial problems, addictions, physical, emotional, 
spiritual, mental or other problem areas.  
 

There will be no speaker, just prayers for you and yours.  It will be informal so you can feel free to leave after you have 
been prayed for. Come and let the Mission Bend Prayer Ministry Team bring all who are in need into Godôs healing 
presence on the stretchers of our prayers. 
 

While Services of Prayer and Healing have been conducted, so far, on the first Sunday of each month, you or someone you 
care about may not find it a convenient day or time in which to participate or you may feel the need for prayer support at 
another time.    Consider receiving this prayer support at another day and time more convenient for you or a loved one.  
Accordingly, feel free to call Pat Howell or Yucca James of the Prayer Ministry to arrange Prayer Partners for you.  The 
Mission Bend UMC Prayer Ministry strives to provide prayer support to you when you need it.   
 

A Spanish-speaking Prayer Partner will be available to pray with those requesting to be prayed for in Spanish.  Un 
compañero(a) de oracion Hispano-parlante estara disponible para orar con usted en Español. 
 

ñIs any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy?  Let him sing songs of praise. 

Is any one of you sick?  He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. 

And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. 

If he has sinned, he will be forgiven.  

Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other 

so that you may be healed. 

The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.ò     James 5:13-16 

 

Jesus is still in the healing business. Come, let us ask Him together. come expecting to be blessed. 

 

Seek ye first the kingdom of Godé Alleluia 
Question:  What do you get when you have over 14,000 stuffed eggs and hundreds of kids?  Answer:  Thousands upon thousands 

points of joy.  The success of the day began the week prior.  Through the loving work of Mission Possible we were able to stuff 

over 374 pounds of eggs. WoW!  Moving together, working together, and simply communing together, the sanctuary became a 

somewhat of a dance floor.  Through the stuffing of the eggs, the trimming of the outside trees, the celebrating with the elderly at 

West Oaks Geriatric Center, and the graffiti painting, the sanctuary became somewhat of an epicenter of love. With each egg, paint 

stroke, branch cut, and smile we moved the world as we know it a little closer toé on earth as it is in heaven.  Thanks to all who 

shared their gifts and time making Mission Possible, possible.  The food, the fellowship, and the efforts were extraordinary, and a 

special WoW, to the Mission Team, Karen and Randy Burkham as well as Marcia and Rudy Lee, you are top notch.   
 

The outpouring of Mission Possible spilled over to the Easter Egg Hunt the following week.  ñStuff it and they will come.ò  Each 

of the stuffed eggs became a point of joy for a delighted child.  How wonderful it was to see the sheer delight in the childrenôs 

eyes. You could see it from the anticipation prior to start, all the way to watching the overstuffed baskets leave the field in the 

hands of a smiling child.  
 

No egg hunt would be complete without a bunny. So a special, WoW, must go to Kendra Davis for being ñthe bunnyò; as well as a 

special thanks to the Pastor Hazel, and the evangelism, for the parent bags and the outpouring of hospitality.   It was a good time 

by all and thank you all for your labor of love and involvement in the day.  
 

My daughter, Hanna has a t-shirt which displays the message Peace, Love and Hope, but when her arms are down the ñeò in hope 

is covered up and it reads ñPeace, Love and Hop.ò  To each of you I bid you Peace, Love and Hope as together, we bunny hop 

towards building a better world.  Alleluia  
 

Kristi Garner 

 



Disciple Bible Studies Graduation 
May 16, 2010 
11:00 Service 

 

Disciple Bible Studies are life transforming studies developed and designed for training Christian 
disciples.  Disciple participants have made commitments to God, to themselves and to the group to study 
daily, to attend the 2 1/2 hour weekly meeting for 30 +  weeks and to obey Christ's Great Commission in 
Matthew 28:19  to "go therefore and make disciples of all nationsé" 
 

2009-2010 Graduates  

 
 

Youth Disciple 
 
Amanda Bratton 
Kara Bratton 
Nicole Bratton 
Breana Hoefer 
Tia Hoefer 
Korey Jones 
 
Sandra BrattonðLeader 
Ann HoeferðLeader 
 
 
 

Disciple I 
 
Carlton Berry 
Jill Berry 
Biff Cullom 
Sandra Cullom 
Jim Houston 
Monte Hyman 
Sarah Trainor 
Johana Velez 
A.D. Williams 
 
Connie FowlerðLeader 
 

Disciple II 
 
Peter Appiah 
Monica Appiah 
Patricia Dogans 
Dorrie Rees 
Sandy Gray 
 
Marcia LeeðLeader 
Norma PetersðLeader 
 
 
 
 

Disciple III 
 
Beverly Bent 
Maria Hagan 
Allan Kelly 
Dolores Koenig 
Jim Koenig 
Emmeline Kramlich 
Mary Neubauer 
Samuel Oyefeso 
Sharon Robins 
Dorthy Walker 
 
Sandra BrattonðLeader 

Disciple V (Jesus in the Gospels) 
 
 

Jane DukeðLeader                 Terri TrainorðLeader 

John Aaron 
Kathy Aaron 
Sandra Bordelon 
Stacey Crowe 
 
 
 

Carol Fletcher 
Frederick John 
Lisa Lisle 
Scott McBryde  
 
 
 

Janet McBryde  
Jeff McFarlane  
Don Whisman 
Gwen Yon 
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Dave Ramseyôs Financial Peace University 
Mission Bend United Methodist Church  

3710 Highway 6 South  
Houston, TX 77082  

281 -497 -4491  
www.mbumc.org  

 
This life -changing program teaches you to achieve your financial goals by eliminating debt, saving for the future, and 
giving like never before. You will be challenged and motivated to make a plan for your money and change your family 
tree forever! FPU consists of a 13 -week video curriculum that will begin at 7 p.m. Thursday, June 3 , and is taught by 
financial expert Dave Ramsey that incorporates small -group discussion to encourage accountability and discipleship. FPU 

is highly entertaining for everyone, with a unique combination of humor, informative financial advice and biblical 
messages.  
Attend a class preview immediately following the 11:00 service Sunday, May 23 ,  
or at 7 p.m. Thursday, May 27 , in the sanctuary.  Go to www.mbumc.org for more information or to register.  

http://www.mbumc.org
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RECYCLE UPPER ROOM  
& OTHER DEVOTIONALS 

  

Your old devotionals can help others.  Please deposit them in the 
marked box which is  in the Narthex.  Your devotionals will go to 

prisons, abused woman's shelters and other needy places. 
 

Please no hard covered books at this time.  

Donôt forget to recycle  
your paper goods!  

 

Newspapers, boxes, food cartons, etc. can 

all be dropped off in the green and yellow 

recycle bin located in the far west corner of 

the parking lot.  Our goal is to fill the bin every week!  Money 

earned from this recycling project helps support the Mission 

Bend Christian Academy garden. 

ALTAR FLOWER SIGN UP  
 

You can have fresh flowers dedicated in honor of,  
in celebration of, or in memory of a loved one.  

They will be placed on the altar on Sunday  
and you may take one arrangement of flowers home  

after the 11:00 service,  
Stop by the office and reserve your date,  

the cost is $45 per arrangement.  
 

Flowers need to be paid for  
when you sign up for them. 

 

Have You been getting reminder emails 
from the church?  If not please email the 

church office with your email address and 
we can add you to the email list.  

office@mbumc.org.  

 
Thank you 

The Church Office 

e  PRAYER 
 
 

Need prayer on a specific topic?  Check out the varied 
collection of prayers on the large turnstile rack in the 
hallway.  And donôt forget your prayer concerns are only a 
click away cita4u@hotmail.com.   After writing your 
concern and hitting the ñSendò button, your concern will be 
instantly prayed over and lifted up by many. 
 
If you would like to be a part of this powerful ministry, please 
fill out the following information and drop it in the offering 
plate or turn it into the church office or email your 
information to Jan Luda at cita4u@hotmail.com. 
 

 

Name: ___________________________________ 
 
 
Email Address: _____________________________ 

AN EVENING TO REMEMBER 

                                By Delton Gerdes 

 

O ne night, in 1984 or thereabouts, about 3 in the morning, I was awakened by seemingly loud sounds coming from 

the front of the house.  My first thought was that it must be one of the kids.  When I heard it the second time I got 

out of bed, came down the hall listening for I donôt know what, I did not see either of the kids or the dog making any noise 

or anything seemingly out of place that may have fallen over. 

 

Then I heard faint voices outside.  I peeked out the window beside the door and saw nothing.  Our home was a patio home 

and our front door opened to the side of the house.  Now I heard some voices in a distance.  This got me curious and 

probably stupidly ï I 

went outside to see if I could see anything. As I got to the front edge of the house I looked down the street and saw three young men, probably 

late teens.  They were walking very, very fast away and I shouted out at them ñWhat are you guys up to?ò 

 

They turned around facing me as they were still running away, and said very loudlyé 

ñHey man ï keep those big guys with the swords away from us!ò I thought this very strange, looking around me there was no one.  My first 

thought was, boy these guys are tripping out on something.  Thank God they didnôt get in the house and just decided to leave - - or did they?  

Did someone or someoneôs strongly encourage them to leave? 

 

I think it was about an hour later as I lay in bed wide-awake that I realized that ï I guess ï Guardian Angels were standing watch and protecting 

as promised, in answer to our prayers.   

mailto:cita4u@hotmail.com
mailto:cita4u@hotmail.com
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Dillon Adair Bratton  

 

School:  Davy Crockett Middle 

School  

Parents: Nathan and Danyell Bratton 

Marisa Diane Cherry 
 

School: Miller Intermediate  

Parents: Patrick and Kathy Cherry 

SWT: Lisa Cherry  

Madi Victoria Condron  
 

School:  Benold Middle School 

Parents: Ray & Marianne Condron  

 and Gail Condron 
SWT: Dawn Wratny  

Wanya Ladarin Davis 
 

School: KIPP Spirit College Prep 

Grandparents: 

Gregory and Annette Kaiser 

Parents: 

Malik and Shawn Kaiser 

SWT: Rudy and Marcia Lee 

Kaitlyn Makenzie Downer 
 

School: Miller Intermediate  

Parents: Brian and Stephanie    

                Downer 

SWT: Rebecca Haughney 

Cameron Anthony 

Edwards 
 

School: KIPP Academy  

      Middle School 

Parent: Carol Martin - 

                Edwards  

SWT: Mike Phillips  

Izuchukwu Dubam Eneh 
 

School: KIPP Academy Middle School 

Parents: Stella and Paul Eneh 

SWT: Connie Fowler 
Brooke Elizabeth 

Foreman 
 

School: Hamilton Jr. High 

Parents: Jimmy Foreman and                  

                Leigh Nall 

SWT: Don & Marita Foreman  

Kalvin Kristopher Kezeli  
 

School: Hodges Bend 

Parents: Kristopher and Lisa Kezeli 

SWT: Vivian & Mike Guajardo  

Madison Mahoney 
 

School: Alief Middle School 

Parent: Melissa Mahoney 

SWT: Brenda Kelly 

CONGRATULATIONS  
2009-2010 CONFIRMATION CLASS 
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Andrew Tyler Manning  

 

School: Garcia Middle School 

Parents: Bill and Dona Manning 

SWT: Danny Presson 

Ian Ross Peterkin 
 

School: Quail Valley Middle School 

Parents: Heather Peterkin and   

          Lance Peterkin  

SWT: Linda Toll  

Jacob Aaron Rivera 
 

School: Cardiff Junior High  

Parents: Cynthia and Humberto  

        Rivera 

SWT: David Rodriguez 

Skylar Alexander Rivera 
 

School: Harmony School of Science 

Parents: Jose and Jennifer Rivera 

                and Tremara Bennett 

SWT: Eston Hupp 

Brandi Alexis Velez 
 

School: Albright Middle School 

Parents: Brian and Johana Velez 

SWT: Pat Howell 

Alexander Matthew 

Wade 
 

School: Crockett Middle School 

Parents: Cheantel Adams and  

        Vernon Wade 

SWT: Darlene Matthews 

Caitlyn Elizabeth Wingerson 
 

School: Garcia Middle School 

Parents: Dan and Carla Wingerson 

SWT: Ben & Teri Weibel 

Confirmation Activities 
 

September-April 
 

Sunday School 9:40 -  10:40 a.m., Weekly MYF 4:00 - 6:00 p.m., Sunday Evening Classes 4:00 - 5:00 p.m., 

Class sit together in 11a.m. Worship, Congregation Beth Israel Worship Experience,  

Mass at the Co Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, Breakfast with Bishop Janice Riggle Huie,  

Community Blitz for Fall Festival - Mission Project, 6th Grade Retreat ñLakeview Retreat,  

Charge Conference, MBUMC Communion Service Experience, Family Christmas Mission Project,  

Faith Statement Writing Retreat, Fat Tuesday Pancake Supper, Ash Wednesday Worship Experience, 

Mission Possible 4, Maundy Thursday Worship Experience, Good Friday Worship,  

Community Easter Egg Hunt, Field Trip to Bible Museum at HBU, View òThe Passion of the Christó,  

Jr. High Break Thru Retreat, Interviews with Rev. David Meeker - Williams,  

Confirmation Rehearsal Brunch, Confirmation Worship Service.  
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Calling All  
4th and 5th Graders  

 
May 15 th  ð 16 th  

Saturday and Sunday  
 

The 4th and 5th grade retreat is held at Forest Glen Christian 
Retreat Center, near Huntsville. 
 

This is an important experience for your child to grow more 

independent and closer to God and friends.  These kids are 
making a memory and developing relationships that hopefully 

will last a lifetime!  The theme for this years retreat is the 

Types of Prayers.   
 

The cost for this weekend retreat is $90.00; which includes a 
whole lot of adventure! If needed, installment plans are 

acceptable. If you pay a deposit of $20.00 on or before 
Sunday, April  18th, you will receive $5.00 off the cost of the 

retreat. If you need information on installment payments or 

would like to sponsor a child for the retreat, please speak with 
Mr. Jay or Ms. Connie. 
 

Retreat information and forms can be found in your childôs 

Sunday School class. 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please donôt hesitate to 
call Jay Frisbie @ 832-248-6471 

 or Michele Frisbie at 281-814-2501. 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
2010 VBS 

 

Galactic Blast 
July 12-16, 2010 
9:00 amðNoon 

4 yrs - 5th Grade 
$15.00 per person 

(Family Plan - 3 or more $10 each) 
 

Worker Registration & Training  
 Beginning May 16th 

 
Student Registration  

YOUTH FUNDRAISER 
May 23rd ~ After service 

The Youth are hosting a fundraiser so they have the opportunity to experience a Youth Summer Camp.  
Please help support our Youth by participating in this fundraiser.  

The Youth are very grateful for all your support and contributions.  

ZETE and CHICKEN ALFREDOé.wanting to know where you can get someéé. 

Youth will be serving lunch along with some entertainment for your enjoyment on the pavilion!  

Tickets will be on sale starting Monday, May 3rd up until the day of the event.  

Ticket prices are $5.00 per child (11 and under), $8.00 per adult.  

 


