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This is a week when we are expecting one more blast from winter, maybe even snow. Man, ai

I looking forward to spring!
This time of year we start watching for signs in the trees in our neighborhood. This morping

we noticed a couple of tulip trees in full bloom, and some sort of fruit tree started blooming between
the last cold spells. As for the rest, they look pretty barren, dry, almost lifeless.
And then | look at people, and how much they look like trees. Some are obviously blooning
@l and you would immediately say they are full of life. Others look like they are almost, if not alregdy

. dead.

There is much in the world that sucks the life out of people and leaves them looking barfen anc
lifeless. There many kinds of addictions, abusive families and marital problems, economic woes and iliness apd
accidents and hurricanes on and on. I't is not sq wur

Hereds the good news. God is in the business]of
and making them beautiful; taking mournful souls and filling them with joy. God is in the business of making lije
where there is only death. We call it resurrection. Here is the way Ted Loder says it:

Lord of such amazing surprises
as put a catch in my breath
and wings on my heart;
| praise you for this joy,
too great for words
but not for tears and songs and sharing;
For this kingdom unleashed in me and | in it forever,
and no dead ends to growing,
to choices, to chances, to calls to be just;
no dead ends to living,
to making peace, to dreaming dreams,
to being glad of heart;
For this resurrection madness
which is wiser than |
and in which | see how great you are,
how full of grace.

So peace to you on your journey through Lent, and may you come to know the joyful resurrection at it end.

K e Ludic

Personal Time With God

How do you begin your day? Your week? Your month? Your New Year? Do you make resolutions thi

are going to incorporate personal devotion time in your daily schedule? Have you been consistent in ke

that commitment? Well, may | suggest that if you want peace that surpasses all understanding, even ir
challenging times, spend some time with God, daily? Pray/talk some, however listen/meditate more. E il
a relationship with Jesus by reading, studying and meditating on the scriptures. If you already have a
relationship, seal it by sharing the love of Jesus with others.

God is always there for us. Jeremiah 33:3 says, Call to me and | (God) will answer you, and will tell yot
and hidden things that you have not known. Il snot that Ja ¢
to be aware of Godds |l ove and promises, so why not t22Ik t
states: Cast your burden on the Lord, and He will sustain you; He will never pernifhie®usto be moved. Wow, God loves §s
so much that He is ever present and is waiting on us to commune with Him. He desires a small amount of time out 4f thg big 2
hours that is freely given to us.
Donét wait for tragedy or hard times to hit. Spend ¢€ilme
strengthen to face whatever life sends your way. Praise and worship God, just because of His goodness and mercy!
Pl ease dondt take God for granted! Give God some persdgnal
to be available to us, but bec a dreeavill to thooGohdwive wanbtw wtilizef oartimetj u ma
Letdéds include God in our daily I|ives. We wi | | be bettler

et

3

3
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER COMING! United States
TheWorld Day of Prayer is March 5" this year. Herg CENSUS
at Mission Bend UMC you will be offered the 2010

opportunity towalk a prayer labyrinth in the
sanctuary on Thursday evening and Friday during thg
day. Employment Opportunities with the 2010 Census

Walking a prayer labyrinth is a meaningful spiritual | | Available Positions
experience, offering the opportunity to let go of the ||
outside world, releasing the distractions and worrieq ¢f,
life. This leads us to begin listening to and connectipp.
with the divine. It opens our hearts and minds to be 4. Recruiting Assistants
receptive to a possible encounter with God. Itis a 5' Census Clerks

perfect place to meditate and reflect as we prepare |qr
Easter. It is appropriate for children, youth and adulfs

Census Takers
Crew Leaders
Crew Leader Assistants

Testing here at our church on March 4th, 2010

There will be attendants to help you get the most frgm in the Choir Room,
the experience ofhursday eveningMarch 4™ from 6 from10am - 12:00 pm
p.m. to 8 p.m.,and onFriday March 5" from 6 a.m

to 5 p.m.If you have any questions, please call Pat ALL WELCOME
Howell or the church officeHope to see you at the

labyrinth .

SERVICE OF PRAYER AND HEALING

You are invited to a Service of Prayer and Healing Sunday afternoon, March 7, 2010 at 12:15 P. M. shortly after the
11:00 A.M. communion worship service in the Sanctuary.

This brief service is designed to ask Jesus Christ to bring healing to people in every area of our lives, anywhere you or
someone you care about is hurting, whether it be strained relationships, financial problems, addictions, physical,
emotional, spiritual, mental or other problem areas.

There will be no speaker, just prayers for you and yours. It will be informal so you can feel free to leave after you have
been prayed for. Come and | et the Mission Bend Prayer Ministry
presence on the stretchers of our prayers.

While Services of Prayer and Healing have been conducted, so far, on the first Sunday of each month, you or someone
you care about may not find it a convenient day or time in which to participate or you may feel the need for prayer support
at another time. Consider receiving this prayer support at another day and time more convenient for you or a loved one.
Accordingly, feel free to call Pat Howell or Yucca James of the Prayer Ministry to arrange Prayer Partners for you. The
Mission Bend UMC Prayer Ministry strives to provide prayer support to you when you need it.

A Spanish-speaking Prayer Partner will be available to pray with those requesting to be prayed for in Spanish. Un
compariero(a) de oracion Hispano-parlante estara disponible para orar con usted en Espafiol.

fis any one of you in trouble? He should pray.
Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise.
Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church
to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord.
And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well;
the Lord will raise him up.
If he has sinned, he will be forgiven.
Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other
so that you may be healed. =
The prayer of the right eodanesi543-I6ower f u and

Jesus is still in the healing business. Come, let us ask Him together. come expecting to be blessed.

ef f
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Mission Bend Youth Have Opportunities Galore!

Retreats, Mission Projects, Bible Studies & More!
CHECK OUT THE PACKED CALENDAR BELOW!

EVERY Sunday Evening: 4 - 6p.m. Jr. & Sr. High MYF & Dine - a- Bite

Sat. Mar. 27th: MBUMC Mission Possiblei 8a.m-Noon
Come, Join the Mission Bend Family as we are in Mission to the Community through Graffiti Abatement,
Trash Pick Up, Building Renovation & More. Breakfast & Lunch Provided.

Sun. Mar. 28th: Parent Meetingi Noon-1 p.m. Sanctuary

Thurs. Apr. 1% Maundy Thursday Worship i 7 p.m.

Fri. Apr. 2": Good Friday Dramai 7 p.m.

Sat. Apr. 3%: Community Easter Egg Hunti 8 a.m-11 a.m.
Come help us hide the eggs, fellowship with the neighborhood kids and
have a great time helping to host this event.

SUNDAY, APRIL 4™: HAPPY EASTER i NO MYF

Fri-Sun. Apr. 16:18: Jr. High Break Thru Retreat
$120 per person. Registration Deadliné Mar. 14"

Fri-Sun. Apr. 2325: Sr. High Break Thru Retreat
$120 per person. Registration Deadliné Mar. 21%,

Sun. Apr. 25": Confirmation Celebration i 11a.m. Worship
Welcome Party during MYF

Sat. May I*: MBUMC Ice Cream Freeze Off
Youth Entry in Contest plus Selling Drinks as Fundraiser

Sun. May 23°: Sr. High Graduation Celebration & Mission Scholarships Awardé:
Sun. May 30": Conference Splashtown Event Times TBA

Wed. Nightsi June 9"-July 7" i Youth Activities & Bible
Study i Location & Time TBA

Mon.-Fri. June 14-18: District Summer Camp1 Lakeview
$225 plus transportatiori Registration Deadline: May 2'¢

Thurs. July 1-4: HEB Camp - $100 per person.
Registration DeadlineMay 28"

Mon.-Fri. July 12-16T i Gal acti ¢ Bl ast o MB
Bible Schooli 8a.m-Noon

Mon.-Fri. July 19-237 JUMMP i College Station, Tx.
$250*i Registration Deadline: May 16"

Sun-Sat. July 25317 UMARMY i Ore City, Tx
$250*i Registration Deadline: May 2"

Sun. Aug. 15 Youth Sundayi Youth Leading ALL 3
Morning Worship Services

*BUILDING FOR OUR SUMMER YOUTH MISSIONS
T a youth fundraising effort-
Buy a share and sponsor a Youth for JUMMP or UMARMY!

$2571 Certificate $5071 Nail $1001 Hat
$15071 Block of Wood $2501 Glass Brick

Note: The above events & activities will be supported and enhanced by a newly formed MBUMC Youth Caelittomember
of MBUMC may join this group; simply call Larry or Sonya Coffey or Mike McMennamy for further information.
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COMMUNITY WIDE

—

Vet EASTER EGG TR

{ HUNT! VA

v WE NEED YOUR s A
- HELP! =

On Saturday April 03, 2010at 10:00 AM
we are holding a Community Wide Easter Egg Hunt o
the church grounds.

Our goal is to hide 10,000 eggs.

We NEED YOU R HELP to make this happen.
How can YOU help?

*Bags of Individually Wrapped Candy
(NO CHOCOLATE please)

(\[7 R *Donated Plastic Eggs

(N = (already filled with candy would be

= AWESOME)

() 4 =\ All Candy and Eggs can
Lf\\:\/( ) \¥  be dropped in the box

> (P

next to the office

| abel ed ﬁ‘;g HuI[

) The Mission Scholarship Fund
™ For
2 Graduating Seniors desperately

Needs Your Help
Two years ago this Scholarship Fund was begun as a way to
honor our young people who spend their summers and free
time helping others through UMARMY, Vacation Bible
School, or other Mission efforts. The Graduating Seniors
have an opportunity to complete an application with at least
50 hours of service completed during their High School
years. An anonymous team of persons from another church
reviews the applications and recommends
2 persons for the award. Last year two young men received
$500 each: Travis Wingerson and Marcus Wratny.
The credentials determine the recipients rather than
gender. The amount collected in the Mission Pigs found
in the Main Building Hallway determines the Scholarship!
AT THIS TIME WE HAVE ONLY COLLECTED A LITTLE
OVER $150 FOR THE 2010 SCHOLARSHIP!

PLEASE FILL THE PIGS WITH YOUR X
LOOSE CHANGE! <

i Community Easter Egg Hunt

Holy Week:
March 28 April 4t

Palm Sunday
March 28"
8:30 am, 9:40 am & 11:00 am

Maundy Thursday Worship Servige
April 1st

April 2nd
7 p.m.

April 31 N o
10 a.m. at MBUMC >§,'

Easter Sunday Celebrations

April 4t
V

6:30a.m.- 8:30a.m.
9:40a.m.- 11a.m.
-

Lenten Devotionals Still Available

n24 Hours That Changed t
of reflection and meditation enabling us to pause
dig deeper, and emerge changed forever. Thesq
reflections focus on t|lhe
earth, however can be used anytime during the year.
The books are $10 and are available in the Chriiian
Education Office on Sundays and during the wedgk.
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ATTENTION LADIES:

Do you ever wish you had a few hours
to get to know God (and yourself) better?

Do you often want to 'go off to a quiet place'
SO you can meditate?

Ever wanted to learn how
to be more creative spiritually?

IF you answered 'YES' to even One of these questions, then MAKE PLANS TO ATTEND OUR
MARCH 12 Celebration Event at MBUMC

From 6:30-9:00 P.M.
we will show you how you can re-focus,
re-create and refresh yourself
personally, emotionally, and spiritually.
Through the ancient art of meditation, art, imagery,
and journaling you will leave refreshed,
refocused and re-created.

Bring a snack to share - Drinks provided. Childcare available IF reserved before March 10.

Call the church office to reserve childcare or for more details (281-497-4491)

L] BOOK DONATIONS [1]
IWe are continually trying to expand the adult and ¢ I«
I you would be willing to donate to the libraries, we would be very grateful. We are especially looking-fimtinarbooks,
Ihardback books and chapter books for the chil drenés;& ik
some more donations and of course would love to help you find something good to read! If you have any items to ate,
lplease bring them to either the adult | ibrary in efi e C
1] n
l $7KDW LV SDUW RI WKH EHDXW\ RI DOO OLWHUDWXUH <RX GLVFRYHiNK[
ORQHO\ DQG LVRODWHG IURP DQ\RQH <RX EHORQJ
% F. Scott Fitzgerald %
I Ms. Janet I
Why Private School? An article Bhristian EventdMagazinetargeted very well the reasons for private schools.
fiPrivate schools can be more academically rigorous thgn
tracked our students who go into both public and private schools after leaving here. We have an excellent trackuecord df o
former studentsd success in other settings. Many go ifnt
Anot her point of the article is that private schoobws Hav
child is, and what his or her specific strengths and wWea
AfBeyond the fact that smaller classrooms are by thsamr Jve
di scipline. o Children wil!/l mi sbehave in any sett anhigh. W
school, | was surprised most by the misbehavior of Christian children. Silly me! But what better place than a loviag Chrigt
environment for them to learn about boundaries, consequences, forgiveness, and right choices!
Finally, private educati on, Ayour family becomes part Jof

Academy is a loving ministry of the Mission Bend United Methodist Church. It started with a vision to create a pla(tlaeNith(iI‘u
community where children could be safe, nurtured, and experience spiritual growth and development in a Christian envirqnmer

Marita Foreman




