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Galactic Blast:  
A Cosmic Adventure Praising God! 

 
At Galactic Blast, your children will become cadets on 
the starship Galactic Praise as we learn more about 
our Wonderful, Incredible, Amazing, Magnificent, 
Awesome God. 

 

After a high-energy opening on the starship Galactic Praise, the cadets 
spacewalk to the Good News Galaxy.  Through the Bible stories there, children 
will witness how our mighty God is at work in the world.  Cadets will learn Praise 
Phrases and Bible booster memory verses that will boost their faith long after 
VBS. 
 

The children will expand on what theyôre learned by participating in a variety of 
activities; making their own art projects at Cosmic Crafts, exploring science 
activities at the Orbital Observatory, participating in recreational activities at 
Rocket Rec, and enjoying tasty snacks at the Astro Bistro. 
 

We are still taking applications for workers and beginning registration for children 
4 yrs. through 5

th
 Grade. See website or Newsletter pages 6 and 7 for forms. 

 

 

 2010 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
 

 July 12-16, 2010 
Monday - Friday 
9:00 amðNoon 

4 yrs - 5th Grade 
$15.00 per person 

(Family Plan - 3 or more  
$10 each) 



SERVICE OF PRAYER AND HEALING 
 

You are invited to a Service of Prayer and Healing Sunday, June 6, 2010 at 12:15 P. M. after the 11:00 A.M. communion 
worship service in the Sanctuary.  
 

This brief service is designed to ask Jesus Christ to bring healing to people in every area of our lives, anywhere you or 
someone you care about is hurting, whether it be strained relationships, financial problems, addictions, physical, emotional, 
spiritual, mental or other problem areas.  
 

There will be no speaker, just prayers for you and yours.  It will be informal so you can feel free to leave after you have 
been prayed for. Come and let the Mission Bend Prayer Ministry Team bring all who are in need into Godôs healing 
presence on the stretchers of our prayers. 
 

While Services of Prayer and Healing have been conducted, so far, on the first Sunday of each month, you or someone you 
care about may not find it a convenient day or time in which to participate or you may feel the need for prayer support at 
another time.    Consider receiving this prayer support at another day and time more convenient for you or a loved one.  
Accordingly, feel free to call Pat Howell or Yucca James of the Prayer Ministry to arrange Prayer Partners for you.  The 
Mission Bend UMC Prayer Ministry strives to provide prayer support to you when you need it.   
 

ñIs any one of you in trouble? He should pray.  Is anyone happy?  Let him sing songs of praise.  Is any one of you sick?  He 
should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord.  And the prayer offered 
in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up.  If he has sinned, he will be forgiven.  Therefore confess 
your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.  The prayer of the righteous is powerful and 
effective.ò     James 5:13-16 
 
Jesus is still in the healing business. Come, let us ask Him together. Come expecting to be blessed. 
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We are a little nuts at our house.  I donôt mean that way; I mean we eat a lot of nuts.  We have óem on 
salads and cereal and fruit with yogurt, and just about everything else.  If itôs good without nuts it will be 
better with nuts! 
 

 So I was excited when I bought this little nut chopper at a garage sale.  It had a white plastic 
housing, a chrome handle and a little plastic drawer at the bottom to collect the chopped nuts.  It even had 
a suction bottom to secure it to the counter. 
 

 Early one morning I took it out for a trial run, walnuts for the oatmeal as I recall.  I took a handful 
out of my Whole Foods sack, dropped them in the top and started to crank.  Then I looked in the little 

drawer at the bottom.  Nothing!  Cranked some more.  Nothing!  When I opened the machine all the way up the problem 
was obvious.  There were no teeth in it! 
 

 It was designed beautifully.  It was made out of the best materials.  It looked great on our counter.  It just didnôt DO 
anything!  It didnôt do what it was designed to do and it didnôt do what it promised to do. 
 

 There are some cynics who claim that the church is like that.  It doesnôt really do anything.  Like a Rube Goldberg 
machine, it has lots of moving parts that LOOK like something in happening, but in the end, nothing! 
 

I think I told you about my friend Leslie Smith over in the Third Ward who pointed out churches all along the street 
in a really blighted neighborhood and said, ñLook at all these churches, David, and the neighborhood isnôt any different.  So 
what good are they?ò 

 

 Well, I am pleased to report that Mission Bend is not a ñdo nothingò church!  Mission Bend IS out there, making a 
difference in many, many ways.  This summer our youth will be leading the way.  They will be going to JUMP and UMArmy.  
Theyôll be gathering and giving and doing through VBS.  Itôs just what Christians do!  We love Jesus and we want to be 
more like him.  We love the Lord and we do his work.  We love the Lord and we feed his sheep. 
 

 When people think of Mission Bend UMC, I want them think of that mission church that is always ready to help, to 
get it done, to make a difference. 
 

 No empty cranking here!  Mission Bend is making a difference for Christ! 
 

Peace to you, my friends, 
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Busy as a Bee? 
 

Do you find that you are very busy most of each day? 

At the end of the day can you identify how you utilized your time? 

Was your day productive?  Were you satisfied with the results? 

What can you do differently tomorrow? 

Was God an intricate part of your day? 

Did you have devotion?  Prayer time?; Prayer on the run?; Forgot to pray? 

Lately, I have found myself tremendously busy. I have vowed to always have prayer time every morning and I diligently keep 
this sacred time in my day.  After my personal devotion is when the busyness begins.  I often wonder where the time went as I 
look at my to-do list and see the items that remain for tomorrowôs list.  Do you often find yourself in the same situation?  I have 
concluded that I am going to do something about it.  What about you?  What can we do? 
 
I am in prayer about a solution that will remedy this situation.  I want to encourage each of you to do the same.  Letôs vow to 
set aside a definite time for praise, worship, prayer and meditation.  Letôs ask God to be a lamp unto our feet and a light unto 
our paths each day.  Letôs pray for wisdom and discernment so we can prioritize our to-do lists and do the most crucial issues 
first.  We must each work out our own remedies (with God in control) so they will be effective. 
 
Our relationship with God is what is most important, then our family and so on.  As time passes will the things that we have 
been so busy doing still be as important as they were today?  What about next week?  What about next month or next year?  
Are we spending time doing stuff, not being productive, and ending our day exhausted?  Well, may I suggest that each of us 
make a list of the items we hope to accomplish tomorrow.   Present our list to God during our devotion and ask God for 
direction and clarity as we begin our day.  Please pray about all of the items and discard whatever is not necessary.  Letôs be 
sure to respond to our conscience (Godôs nudging) as we pursue the day. 
 
Okay, so what are we doing? 

£ Designate some time for devotion, daily. 

£ Make a list of the things we hope to accomplish that day. Pray about your list.  Please allow some time to sit quietly 

for a while, then, do something that relaxes you. 

£ Vow to do something relaxing everyday. 

£ Start each day renewed! 

£ Spend some time building relationships with family and friends. 

£ Decide what means the most to us and stay focused on those essential items. 

£ Letôs stop running around like a chicken with its head cut off!  Slow down and take time to think before doing the next 
item on our list. 

£ Keep God in the midst of our days and we canôt go wrong!  With God on our side we can handle anything that we are 
confronted with each day! 

£ STAY GOD CENTERED!!!! 

 
God loves us regardless of whether or not we completed each task on our list.  Each day begins anew!  We get another 
chance to improve yesterday and prepare for a brighter tomorrow. 
 
It is not about us, but GOD!!!!!! 
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DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDIES  
 
New Disciple Bible studies begin each September.  Disciple Bible studies were developed and designed for training Christian 
disciples.  In Matthew 28:19 Christ clearly gives directions for all believers in his Great Commission.  We are to ñgo therefore 
and make disciples of all nations.ò  To do this, we must be in the Word. 
 

There are four different Disciple Bible studies and one upper level study, Jesus in the Gospels, all of which help us follow 
Christôs commission as we learn to walk in His Word. Each study requires daily reading in the Word as well as a weekly 2İ 
hour group session. The cost for each class is $45.00. The only other requirements are a Bible and a time commitment to read 
daily and to attend weekly sessions. 

Set aside time for Godôs workðFall 2010 
 

 
For further information call: Sandra Bratton at 281- 392-7475 

 

DISCIPLE I: BECOME DISCIPLES THROUGH BIBLE STUDY 
 

Disciple I covers about 80% of the Bible and is designed for everyone who hungers and thirsts for God's 
Word. It picks us up wherever we are in our walk with Christ: first time Bible study or experienced Bible 
scholar. The study moves through the Biblical story from Creation to the New Jerusalem. There are no 
prerequisites for this overview of the Bible. Disciple I covers 34 weeks and is the prerequisite for all other 
Disciple studies. 

DISCIPLE II: INTO THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

Disciple II has been added to nourish Christians who hunger and thirst for God's will in their lives. It covers 
Genesis, Exodus, Luke and Acts in greater depth than was covered in Disciple I by teaching basic study skills 
and by linking Bible study to witness and service in the world. The prerequisite is Disciple I. Disciple II covers 
32 weeks. 

DISCIPLE III: REMEMBER WHO YOU ARE 
 

Disciple III covers the prophets and the letters of Paul and focuses on remembrance, identity, repentance and 

the community of Godôs people. Disciple III sets the Prophets and Paulôs writings in historical and 
geographical context.  Prerequisites are Disciple I and II. There are only 32 sessions for this study. 

DISCIPLE IV: UNDER THE TREE OF LIFE 
Disciple IV covers the Writings (Old Testament books not in the Torah or the Prophets), the Gospel of John, 

and Revelation. Disciple IV is the final study in the four-phase Disciple Bible study. It addresses Faithful 
Community and Individual Life and appeals to the senses and emotions through words, images, dance, and 
music. It taps into the power of Psalms and shows the distinctive character of the Gospel of John. There are 
only 32 sessions for this study. 

JESUS IN THE GOSPELS  

Jesus in the Gospels focuses on the portraits of Jesus found in the four Gospels- Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John. We see Jesus the way each Gospel writer presented Him through the events and teachings they chose to 

emphasize.  Jesus in the Gospels is the first in a series of advance studies and may be taken only after the 
completion of the four Disciple studies.  It follows the same format as Disciple with the video presentation 
and small group interaction. There are only 30 sessions for this advanced study. 
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                              ñRing, Oh Ring, Where art thou?ò 
 

Last summer, my son Cameron, and I were eating a late lunch at the Crab Shack on the Galveston Sea Wall. 
And on finishing, we left, to journey down the isle to the family beach house. About halfway there, Cameron 
noticed his wedding ring was not on his finger. We turned around and headed back hoping the waitress had 
found it and was waiting for our return. As Cameron looked for the waitress, I went to the booth to check the 
seats ï with no luck. And Cameron met a similar fate ï the waitress had no ring. We were at a loss as what to 
do. Cameronôs new wife, Yana would not receive this news well! Cameron inquired of the waitress once more 
and she said that possibly the busboy gathered it up with the table scraps and threw it away. We had hope 
once more, until the manger showed us a half-full dumpster with table scraps, where our table leavings would 
probably be.  
 

The dumpster was half full of 50 gallon plastic bags full of a ooey-gooey mess of seafood, etcé A lot of etc, because you could 
not recognize what it used to be in its previous life. The manager welcomed us to go through it all to our heartôs content. The 
task ahead of us was mind-boggling. The fact that it was nearly 100 degrees that afternoon only added to the aromatic ambiance 
of the situation. Cameron hopped in wading up to his waist to start rummaging through bag by bag. And I was outside doing the 
same. You have to imagine this technique of looking for a ring. You had to just grab a small handful and sift through the goo 
looking for that ring. This quickly proved to be a method that would take us a week to do. So we proceeded to slowly dig through 
each bag, hoping the ring would present itself. 
 
After almost an hour of this and about three-fourths through, we were getting pretty dejected and I started preparing Cameron for 
the obvious ï we were not going to find his ring - and surely Yana would be sympathetic to out attempt. He informed me that 
failure was not an option and he would continue looking until he found it. I admired his foul-hearty conviction, but I was starting to 
doubt his sanity. As I continued to dump contents into a small box to sift through ï I realized that I had made a huge mistake. We 
were leaving the one person out of our searching that could certainly help. At that very moment I asked the Lordôs forgiveness 
for not seeking his aid sooner and said to him ï Please help us find this RING! After sending up my fervent prayer I called out to 
Cameron in the dumpster and informed him of my prayer. He answered back. ñFunny you should say that, because I just 
finished asking the same thingò. That set me back a bit ï quite a coincidence of actions ï right?  
 
Now as I was calmed just a bit - I turned back to my questé reaching into the corner of the box which was fairly empty at the 
moment, I grabbed what appeared to be a big chunk of partially eaten chicken, lifted it up and guess what was right underneath 
it ï yep é the ring. I almost fainted with amazement. Really, honesté. I was fuzzy-brained!!!  I couldnôt get the words out of my 
mouth quick enough ï Thank you God, thené Cameroné Ié Foundé. IT!  After we excitedly hugged each other, we wondered 
what people might be thinking ï seeing two guys coming out of a dumpster hugging each other ï quite a strange sight indeed! 
 
After nearly an hour and a half of searching, The Lord revealed that ring to me within 30 seconds of my asking for his help. On 
the way down the beach, I told Cameron we had shared an experience neither of us would ever forget and we would always 
have an awesome story to tell.  
 
Ask and you shall receive is His promise. We never know when, or how he will fulfill His will  
within our asking. Sometimes it may be a year, a month, or a week, a day ---  or even,  
only 30 secondsé  
 
 
                Delton and Cameron Gerdes 

Dave Ramseyôs Financial Peace University 

Mission Bend United Methodist Church  
3710 Highway 6 South  

Houston, TX 77082  
281 -497 -4491  

www.mbumc.org  
 

This life -changing program teaches you to achieve your financial goals by eliminating debt, saving for the future, 

and giving like never before. You will be challenged and motivated to make a plan for your money and change 

your family tree forever! FPU consists of a 13 -week video curriculum that will begin at  

7 p.m. Thursday, June 3 , and is taught by financial expert Dave Ramsey that incorporates small -group 

discussion to encourage accountability and discipleship. FPU is highly entertaining for everyone, with a unique 

combination of humor, informative financial advice and biblical messages.   Go to www.mbumc.org for more 

information or to register.  

http://www.mbumc.org
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