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Praise God! Galactic Blast is Almost Here!  

 

Monday-Friday, July 12 -16, 2010 

9a.m.-Noon 

4 yrs. -5th  Grade Graduates  

$15 per person  

(Family Plan ð 3 or more $10 each)  
                                                (scholarships available also)  

 

Galileo, the Gigantic Green Gorilla invites all to participate in the MBUMC 2010 Galactic 

Blast Vacation Bible School.  The daily Bible Stories, Crafts, Science, Music & Recreation 

will all help us Praise our Awesome God!  
 

If you need transportation for your child/children, we have a few adults in our 

congregation who have volunteered to help you. Please donõt hesitate to call the church 

office so we can introduce you to your childõs VBS Chauffeur. 
 

There are two additional events we have planned for this year:  
 

 Space Center Houston ð Wednesday Afternoon ð Reservations due Monday, July 

12th  

  For Kids 3 rd  Grade & up - $20 each  

  For Parents with Younger Kids - $20 each  
 

 Family Night - Thursday Night ð Free Dinner with Galactic Blast Highlights  

  6-8p.m. Sanctuary Area  
 

Mission:  
 Different Projects: Local & Global! 
  Local Mission - School Supplies! 
 We will be collecting School Supplies for the Alief Independent School 
 District  in our area.  Each day will be a different designated item.   There 
will be some  competition involved, so you might want to stock up  now on some of these 
 items!  Backpacks will be collected each day! 
 Global Mission - Quenching Thirst - spiritually and physically 
  Throughout the week, all monies collected will go to the General Board of Global 
  Missions for the United Methodist Church.  This board is the umbrella group that 
  administers that all of the United Methodist missionary activities around the world.  
  Specifically we are pledging our gifts to help with providing clean water. 
   

We have òSPACEó for at least 250 òCADETSó! (Kids) 
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Three months of summer used to look like forever.  Youôd get out of school and look at all that time 
stretching out into the distance and it was hard to imagine an end to it.  There would be long games of 
ñkick the can,ò a whole season of Little League and plenty of time to lavish on climbing trees or riding bikes 
or not doing much of anything at all.  The beginning of summer was the best feeling in the world. 
  
 But then there was always that day in August when youôd wake up and suddenly wonder where it 
all went!  Wow!  It seems like only yesterday we were getting out of class and now school is looming 
around the corner again! 
 

 I remember riding a roller coaster at the State Fair or Six Flags or someplace, and it was the end of the day and 
there were NO lines!  You could get off and run to the gate and get right back on.  And we did!  Again and again and again.  
It was so much fun it would have been a shame to stop; it would have somehow dishonored the ride not to ride it.  We HAD 
to keep riding!  Over and over, frantically, compulsively using up every last drop. 
 
 But then at the end of the day, just like at the end of the summer, there comes a last ride, and at that time we have 
to choose whether we will manically cling to the ride, or step back and say, ñThat was really, really good; but now it is time 
for something else.ò 
 
 There are lots of those graduating, life-turning events in our lives, arenôt there?  Times when we stop doing one 
thing so that we can start doing another?  In fact, starting something new almost always involves stopping what we were 
doing. 
 
 God grant me the grace to look back with peace and thanksgiving, and forward with trust. 
 
      Peace my friends, 

                                                                            

Contagious Christianity 
 
How do we represent Christ during the week?  Can people recognize us as Christians?  Do we live the 
Bible by being kind and thoughtful as we live, work and deal with challenges?  Do we have decent 
conversations?  Do we ever tell someone who is experiencing a challenge how God strengthened us 
to make it through a similar situation?  Do we express love to strangers?  Do we trust others or do we 
have an invisible shield around ourselves?  Has anyone ever told you that they admire the way you 
carry yourself?  The questions are infinite, however the aforementioned questions may trigger some 
thought as to how each of us currently respond in various situations. 
 
The point that I am making is that as professed Christians, others need us to be friendly, kind, 
thoughtful, trustworthy, concerned about injustices, fair, generous, and patient, to name a few 
attributes.  No one expects us to be all of the above, all the time, however if we practice positive 
responses to people and situations it will become a natural part of our being. 
 
We are in the process of putting the ñmissionò back into Mission Bend, so may I encourage each of us to take some time 
and reflect on what we like most about our church.  Think about why you have elected to remain a part of our congregation.  
Reflect on ideas to help make others comfortable at church and reflect on how you can live the church outside of our doors.  
How we respond to people may impact others lives in a positive or negative manner.  The choice is ours.  Letôs be the 
churché..beyond our building.  Letôs be the church everyday, everywhere.  Are you up for the challenge? 
Christianity is about living!.....loving!.......caring! 
 

 Hazel Jackson 
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Dear Ones,  
 
What I am about to do is the unimaginable.   You see I have written hundreds of thank you notes in my life but none have 
prepared me to write this one.  Capturing the essence of what lies in my heart is a Huge monumental Undertaking and can 
only be expressed as Grace.   
 
A little over a year ago I timidly walked up to David and talked to him about what plans I needed for continuing my process 
toward ordained ministry. Internships are reserved for those farther along in their schooling, and in the history of the 
process there had never been anything like this done before. We were trying something so new it had not even been 
invented yet.  So, just as David introduced me that first Sunday, he said ñKristi, needs a church and we were a church so 
this should work.ò Reflecting back it was within that same week I found the words which would describe my time here at 
Mission Bend best. It was the week Hazel began working on the capital campaign, ñWith God all things are possible.ò  
God moments are those times when life, however obvious or slight, somehow bumps into the Divine and life acknowledges 
it with thanksgiving. Working, worshiping, living and loving alongside you has been one of the greatest things I have ever 
experienced.  I came to you with no title and no inclination of what to expect, so it is with great pride and honor I was 
accepted as ñstaff.ò  Mission Bend, each time it was with a humble heart I stood before you, and with utter amazement you 
followed. Church, we shared in laughter and tears, joys, and heartbreaks. You embraced me with Huge hearts, you Uplifted 
me and expressed extravagant Grace in the upmost profound ways.  When I came, David called you a church, but now I 
must sayé you are family. So my simple prayer is this. ñThank you.ò Thank you all for sharing yourselves with me. I thank 
God for each one of you, I do.  
 
What is next you might be asking? Well between family, school, and the housing market, my days are not quite my own. But 
for sure, my kids will not remain eight and ten, our house will sell, I will finish school, and I will still be hanging around some. 
You see, the last task David gave me was to round up all the calendar dates for Mission Bend happenings next year. So I 
know when and where you will be and I hope to be there too. So keep me in your prayer as I will you. And again, it is with 
Huge Uplifting Gratitude I thank you for you. Think ñHUGò.  
 

Kristi Garner 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 
This past month, six people of our congregation 
have completed their ñimportantò paperwork 
eliminating the needless stress, confusion and 
expense of end times planning. 
 
Incredible fact: 7 out of 10 people who die DO 
NOT have a Will!  Want peace of mind in this 
matter? 
 
Harvest Ministry of Mission Bend Church 

Special Thanks 
 
To the Missions Ministry People, Kristi Garner and 
Joe Marter who have begun renovations in the old 
modular building.  They have finished painting the 
hallway and made an incredible difference in the 
appearance of the building.  More work to be done, 
however, and volunteers are needed. 
 
To David Cervantes, an electrician, who has 
corrected several electrical problems around the 
church saving us a considerable sum of money. 

FYI 
 
On Monday evening June 21st, the church sustained a lightening 
strike, severely damaging the fire control panel which controls the 
air conditioning for the entire church.  Thanks to Dave Parsons, 
he was able to temporally restore AC to all but the office areas 
which were without AC for many days.  This is an insurance loss, 
but will require considerable paperwork adjustor, proposals and 
contract awarding. 

 

On Sunday, August 29
th

, we will be celebrating Missions 

after the 11:00 service.  Lunch will be served and we would 
like to invite you to participate.  We would like to 
acknowledge all those who have participated in Missions over 
the past year ï whether you were part of Mission Possible, 
worked in Anahuac, went to UM Army or JUMPP (or any of the 
multiple other projects that we support), or just donated to 
one of these projects!  We also hope to present a couple of 
upcoming opportunities to participate in a national or 
international Mission trip. 
 
We look forward to see everyone August 29

th
 after church! 

 

The Missions Team 
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2010 Cooperative  
School of Christian Mission 

July 29-31 
Lakeview Conference Center 

Palestine, Texas 
 
The Texas Conference School of Christian Mission 2010 will be held at  Lakeview Methodist Conference 

Center On July 29 -31.   This is a cooperative school is designed with an interest in  mission education, 

theological study and hands on mission for all ages, male and female.   The Texas Conference school is 

held each year in late July.  

  

 The Texas Conference United Methodist Women  will pay the cost of housing and registration for one 

first time attendee who is a youth, young adult, newly retired, Hispanic, or Asian woman from each 

district.  
  

2010 Mission Studies include:  
         For the Love of God:   The Epistles of John  

         Joy to the  World:   Mission in the Age of Global Christianity   
         The Beauty and Courage of Sudan  

stop by the church office for a registration form                                                
FYI: After July 13 Late Registration                                                                                                                                        

Age 11 and up pay adult rates.  Ages 3-10 years pay children rates. 

PRICING AND REGISTRATION  
Registration includes lunch. 

 
 
Advance Online Registration    
 $49.00  
 

Advance Mail-in Registration    $55.00  
 

Registration Onsite (at the door)   
 $65.00  
 

Continuing Education Unit (.5 CEU) Fee $20.00 
 

Advance registration closes August 6, 2010.  
 
 
You can register by the following methods:  
 
1. Online Registration  
 
2. Download a registration form and follow directions for 
submitting your form. (Register online and save.)  
 
3. Call 214-768-2273 (For program questions,  
                                           call 214-768-2251)  
4. At the door. (Register online in advance and save.)  
 

 

https://contsturegister.smu.edu/wconnect/ace/custom/htsl.wcs?&course=P10HTSLB
http://www.smu.edu/Perkins/PublicPrograms/LaySchools/Houston/Aug2010/~/media/Site/Perkins/PDF/PublicProgs/LaySchool/Houston%202010%20Paper%20Registration.ashx
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INVITATION TO BE A PRAYER PARTNER 
 

You are invited to join the Prayer Ministry team as we intentionally promote prayer, so that Mission Bend may truly become 
a house of prayer. Helping people pray with greater confidence and pray more effectively draws people closer to our Maker, 
so they can better discern Godôs will. 
 

Prayer Partners are a vital part of the Mission Bend UMC Prayer Ministry team.  We pray for others because God wants us 
to love one another and help one another.  We know that prayer works; we have witnessed many blessings and healings as 
a result of prayer. It is thrilling to ask Jesus to heal and see it happen, according to Acts 24:30:  ñStretch out your hand to 
heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.ò   
 

You are warmly invited to be a Prayer Partner, which involves taking a  
two-hour workshop at a time to be mutually determined, then being commissioned with your personalized name badge, and 
observing experienced Prayer Partners for a time. After this you would be eligible to pray during monthly Services of Prayer 
and Healing and to stand at the Sunday morning altar prayer times (at whichever service you attend) to confidentially pray 
with and for others when they ask you to do so.  All adults and youth from the sixth grade and higher are eligible for this 
service to our Lord God.  There is no pressure to accept this invitation; only those who feel called should accept. The 
Prayer Partner training will be given once in this quarter. 
 

If you wish to be a Prayer Partner, please complete the needed information below and put it into the offering plate, or hand 
it to an usher or anyone you see with a ñPrayer Partnerò name badge on, or call Pat Howell at 281.498.5701 or Yucca 
James at 281.879.1726. If you have any questions, please call Yucca or Pat. 
***************************************************************** 
I wish to be a Prayer Partner.  
Name   ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
      

 
Address __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Phone Number   (         ) ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
E-mail Address _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
MBUMC PRAYER FOCUS 

 

Please join the Mission Bend UMC Prayer Ministry Team in this prayer 
 
If God is for us, who can be against us?    He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us allð

how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?  Romans 8:31b, 32 NIV 
 
Precious Lord, 
 

 We, your people who are called by your name, humble ourselves, seek your face, and turn from our wicked ways, 
praying that you will forgive our sins and restore our land.  Lord, may we live in your presence, live pure in heart and action, 
living the life you have set before us, attentively obedient to your guidance. (2 Chronicles 7:14 NLT, 17 Msg) 
 

 Can anything ever separate us from your love?  Does it mean you no longer love us if we have trouble or hard 
times, or are persecuted, or hungry, or homeless, or in danger, or threatened with death?  We are so thankful your word 
tells us that despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us.  Nothing can ever separate 
us from Godôs love.  Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about 
tomorrowðnot even the powers of hell can separate us from your love. (Romans 8:35, 37-38 NLT)   May love be our guide 
as we journey through this life to which you call us. (1 Corinthians 14:1) 
 

Lord, we thank you for the lives and ministry of our young people and for those who shepherd them, especially Samantha 
Bivens and Mike McMennamy.  We thank you for those seeking to know you, to worship you and to hear your word in a 
language they understand.   We thank you for the life and ministry of your anointed leader, Mauro Moreno, who tends your 
sheep.  May we all ñspeak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the 
church.  He makes the whole body fit together perfectly.  As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts 
grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.ò  (Ephesians 4:15-16 NLT)   Thank you, Lord.  Thank 
you, Lord.  All this we pray in Jesusô holy name,    Amen. 
 

Jesus loves me still today, walking with me on my way, Wanting as a friend to give light and love to all who live. 
Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. Hymn 191 v. 3 
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Mission Bend United Methodist Church 
 

Celebrating 30 Years 

We have come back to the future with some important news:   
 

In recognition of our 30th anniversary, we will be hosting an auction during our celebration.  

Proceeds from the auction will be used to fund Mission Bells Food Pantry as well as 

MBUMCõs.  This year has brought a record number of clients to both locations.  Mission 

Bells Food Pantry client numbers doubled in 2008 and in 2009.  They anticipate that the 

number of clients served in 2010 will double if not surpass .  In 2009, they dispersed over 

$69,000.00  in groceries to the Mission Bend/Alief community.  

We need Auction Items  
 

Donation forms and letters are available in the church office.  
 

These are some  ways you can make the auction a success:  
 

« Donate Timeshare or Vacation Home  
 

«  Donate Airline Miles  
 

«  Donate Hotel Points  
 

«  Donate item/items from your place of business  
 

«  Pick up an extra gift card/certificate while out shopping this holiday season.   Ideas : 
 

Restaurants    Spas & Salons  Grocery stores                  

Electronic Stores   Discount Stores         Department stores  

Sporting goods stores      
 

«  Ask the businesses that you frequent for a donation while shopping.  
 

«  Themed gift baskets  (movie loverõs basket, book nook, spa basket, b-b-q, beach basket, 

picnic package, etc.)  
 

«  Provide a Service  (babysitting, yard services, party services, etc.)  

 Contact Nancy Gerdes at 281 - 497 - 4491  
 

We would like to thank you  

for your  support of  

Mission Bend United Methodist Church  



Are you clipping and  

turning in your Box 

Tops for Education?  
 

Mission Bend Christian 

Academy is collecting  

Box Tops for Education  

Donôt forget to recycle  
your paper goods!  

 

Newspapers, boxes, food cartons, etc. can 

all be dropped off in the green and yellow 

recycle bin located in the far west corner of 

the parking lot.  Our goal is to fill the bin every week!  Money 

earned from this recycling project helps support the Mission 

Bend Christian Academy garden. 
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Thanks go out to all the donors from the Youth fundraiser, "Buy-a-Share". It was a huge success and has 
offered some of our a youth the chance to go to camp. Thanks to Gary and Ellen Bearicks, Dorothy Below,  
Ray and Maryanne Condron, Mike and Mickey Ellis, Steve and Connie Fowler, Sherion and Denise Grant, 

Hylton and Yucca James, Sharon Sibert, Larry and Jane Solomon, Dave and Suzann Stockard,  
Tecky and Herliana Surawijawa, Earl and Marlys Swanson, Terri Trainor and some other anonymous donors. 
You have all helped to make this summer special for the Youth group. A big round of applause for all of you! 


