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West Oaks Geriatric Center 
Christmas Memories Gift Tree 

 Information about the resident to be adopted will 

be available on the Christmas tree in the hallway 

outside the Sanctuary on Sundays, Nov. 22, 29, 

and Dec. 6, and 13th. 
 

Your gifts need to be wrapped with the residentôs 

name and marked ñWest Oaksò.   

All gifts will be collected on Sundays or can be 

dropped by the church during the week through 

Dec. 14th   
Fort Bend Family Health  Center 

BEARS, BLANKETS, And BOOKS 

The Health Center does a fantastic job of providing 

health services to the residents of Fort Bend County. 

With Christmas being such a special time, they pro-

vide their clients with a little extra care, tender lov-

ing care, by providing presents to their children.   

For this project we will be collecting New: 
  

Stuffed Bears  (any size) 

Books for Ages 0-18 years old (new or gently used) 

Blankets- (full, queen, and king) 
  

Bring your gifts now through December 6th 

Mission Bells Food Pantry 
  

We are going to be collecting non-perishable food 

items for the Holiday Season: 
  

Cornbread mix, dry stuffing mix, instant mash 

potatoes, pie filling, canned yams, canned 

green beans, canned vegetables, and anything 

nonperishable for Christmas dinner 
 

Cash donations are also needed to help provide 

families with perishable items 

The Miracle of  Christmas 
Giving Guide 

2009 Christmas Outreach 
 At Christmas time we have an opportunity to respond to that love in a real way that grows Godôs family and 

spreads the faith. When we share the gifts that God allows us to give, we help share His love. Family, 

Friends and Faith brings together all of our Christmas outreaches in one book allowing you to choose how 

you can become involved. Your involvement in spreading Jesusô message of life changing love and provision 

allows you in a very concrete way to help others. Read these opportunities, get involved, and change lives. 

Angel Tree  

Angel Tree gives the opportunity to share Christ's 

love by helping to meet the physical, emotional, and 

spiritual needs of the families of prisoners. Each 

child on the  Angel Tree will get one toy item of 

there choice and one clothe item that is needed. 

Womenôs Pregnancy Center 

 ñA Place of Help and Hopeò 

Womenôs  Pregnancy Center is a member of Care 

Net, the national association of pregnancy care 

centers.  We serve all clients without regard to 

race, religion or marital status, and we adhere to 

strict guidelines of integrity, honesty and  

professionalism.  The staff and volunteers are com-

mitted to the sanctity of all life; and regardless of a 

womanôs ultimate decision, we welcome each cli-

ent with the heart and hands of Jesus Christ.    The 

list below are the needed items. 

New-born Diapers, up to size 4 

Diaper Genies 

Diaper Cream 

Diaper Wipes 

Onesies Outfits 

Baby Toiletries, Travel size 
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 I was making the rounds at Jan Jacinto Hospital in Baytown and it was a long 
afternoon.  That particular day, we had a bunch of folks in the hospital and it seemed like 
every one was a little sadder or worse off or more tragic than the one before.  We had a 
cancer patient and one struggling with dementia.  Here was a young man in his forties struck 
down out of the blue by a mysterious wasting disease that confounded the doctors and left his 
family sobbing ñWhy?ò  Here was a teenager crippled by a senseless car wreck.  It was a very 
long afternoon!  It was a lot to carry. 

 
 Then, and I really donôt remember why or how, I found myself standing outside the window in the 
newborn nursery area.  Maybe I had a family there or maybe somebody led me there, or maybe ñSomebodyò 
led me there.  I donôt know.  But I stood there among families who were absolutely silly with joy.  One floor 
and a couple hundred feet away were all the trauma and sorrow, but here, here it was nothing but 
happiness, that pure promise and love and hope and joy that is a newborn baby.  What a difference! 
 
 After that, I made a habit of dropping by that nursery.  Some days I really needed it; some days not 
so much, but every time I went by that nursery my day got a little better and my path a little lighter.  I could 
choose that whenever I wanted and needed it. 
 
 Have you seen the news lately?  Checked your savings or your retirement account?  Seems like 
every day is ña little sadder or worse off or more tragic than the one before!ò  In some quarters there is a 
palpable new sense of hope.  In others there is a palpable sense of dread.  In every corner there is real 
concern, real anxiety about what lies ahead. 
 
 Maybe itôs time to make our way to the ñnurseryò again, to kneel in the stable again.  Maybe itôs time 
to remember that when Jesus came, he came right in the midst of all the hard stuff of life.  Maybe itôs time to 
remember that the One who came, still comes; that the One who brought peace back then, can still bring 
peace today.  Maybe itôs time for Christmas! 
 
 It seems to me that keeping the faith this Christmas season means journeying yet again to the 
nursery and soaking ourselves again in the ñpure promise and love and hope and joy.ò 
 
 Iôm already looking forward to Christmas, and Iôll be glad to go through the ñgettinô readyò season of 
Advent with you here at Mission Bend. 
 

                                                                           Peace to you, my friends, 

Advent 
 Advent is a season of four weeks including four Sundays.  Advent derives 
 from the Latin adventus, which means ñcoming.ò  The season proclaims the 
 coming of the Christðwhose birth we prepare to celebrate once again, who 
 comes continually in Word and Spirit, and whose return in final victory we 
 anticipate.  Each year Advent calls the community of faith to prepare for these 
 comings; historically, the season was marked by fasts for preparation.  Each 
 Sunday of Advent has its distinctive theme: Christôs coming in final victory 
 (First Sunday), John the Baptist (Second and Third Sundays), and the events 
 immediately  preceding the birth of Jesus Christ (Forth Sunday).   

 
From the United Methodist Book of Worship 



CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES  
 

Friendships are important to all of us.  These great Christmas events are your opportunity  

 to renew old friendships and make new friends.  Bring the whole family, all 

are welcome. 

 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA     

December 5th, 9:00 am - 11:00 am 

Come see Santa and have a breakfast of pancakes and sausage.   

In addition to talking to Santa, Children may make Christmas plates.   

Tickets are $7.00 per person for breakfast and $6.00 each for the Make - A- Plates  
and will be on sale by the front office of the Academy    NO tickets will be sold at the door!  

 

CHRISTMAS CHOIR MUSIC PROGRAM    
December 11th, 7:30 pm   

          A musical presentation by our music ministry  

 

FAMILY CHRISTMAS CAROLING PARTY   
December 20th, 4:00 pm - 6:00 PM  

 Crafts, caroling, games for the entire family.  

 

CELEBRATING LOVE  
Every Sunday we join together to rejoice in worship and song to reflect on the true meaning of the Holy Season in 

our lives.  We also share in the lighting of candles in our Advent Wreath as Christ brought light into the world.  

 

WORSHIP ACTIVITIES FOR ADVENT  
Join one of the three Worship Services every Sunday at 8:30, 9:40, or 11:00 am.   

During the Advent Season, we will light an Advent candle on the Advent Wreath at each service.  

 

Christmas Services of Remembrance  
Sunday, December 13th,  2:00 pm  

        A special service for those missing a loved one.  
 

 

Christmas Eve Services,  
Thursday, December 24th  

 

5:00 pm: Family Service  
A service designed especially for children with a birthday cake for Jesus.   

Come early and be a part of the pageant.  
 

7:00 pm: Traditional Candle Lighting Service  
 

11:00 pm: Candle Lighting and Holy Communion Service  
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Breakfast With Santa  
Saturday, December 5th      

   9:00 amñ11:00 am 
  

   Heôs making a list, checking it twice, and coming to Mission Bend Christian Academy 

Saturday, December 5th!  Have your list ready and bring your camera when you come visit St. 

Nick and all of his friends.  Our amazing elves will be busy in the kitchen creating a mouth-

watering pancake breakfast for everyone!   
  

   Doors will open and breakfast will be served starting at 9:00.  Santa will arrive soon after for 

requests and pictures.  Breakfast will be served until 10:30! 

             

   There will be a Candy Estimation Station, Make-A-Plates, and sing-a-longs.  Both the 

elementary and the preschool students have been working on some special music that they will 

perform that morning. . 
  

Tickets are $7.00 per person for breakfast and $6.00 each for the Make -A -Plates  
and will be on sale by the front office!  

NO tickets will be sold at the door!  

SERVICE OF PRAYER AND HEALING 
 

You are invited  
to a Service of Prayer and Healing  

Sunday afternoon, December 6, 2009 at 12:15 P. M.  
shortly after the 11:00 A.M. communion worship service in the Sanctuary.  

 

This brief service is designed to ask Jesus Christ to bring healing to people in every area of our lives, anywhere you or 
someone you care about is hurting, whether it be strained relationships, financial problems, addictions, physical, emotional, 
spiritual, mental or other problem areas.  
 

There will be no speaker, just prayers for you and yours.  It will be informal so you can feel free to leave after you have been 
prayed for. Come and let the Mission Bend Prayer Ministry Team bring all who are in need into Godôs healing presence on 
the stretchers of our prayers. 
 

A Spanish-speaking Prayer Partner will be available to pray with those requesting to be prayed for in Spanish.  Un compañero(a) de 
oracion Hispano-parlante estara disponible para orar con usted en Español. 
 

ñIs any one of you in trouble? He should pray. 
Is anyone happy?  Let him sing songs of praise. 

Is any one of you sick?  He should call the elders of the church 
to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. 

And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. 
If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other 
so that you may be healed.  The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.ò     James 5:13-16 

 
Jesus is still in the healing business. Come, let us ask Him together. come expecting to be blessed. 

      2010 Senior High Mission Scholarship Fund 
  Needs Your $$$$ 

      (the loose change piggy bank)  
 
 
The B.A.D. Girls & Boys Bible Study is sponsoring the ñLoose 
Change Piggy Banksò to fund a scholarship for Graduating High 
School Seniors who have engaged in 50 hours of service/mission 
in their community and church during their High School years. 
The group was hoping to have enough funds from the ñPigsò to 
award two $500 scholarships.  Please help us feed the ñPigsò by 
emptying your pockets each week for this worthy cause.   

Donôt forget to recycle  
your paper goods!  

Newspapers, boxes, food cartons, etc. can all be 

dropped off in the green and yellow recycle bin 

located in the far west corner of the parking lot.  

Our goal is to fill the bin every week!  Money 

earned from this recycling project helps support 

the Mission Bend Christian Academy garden. 
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GARY IS MIRACULOUSLY ALIVE 
By Susan Hugele 

 

Gary H., a friend of Tom and Susan Hugele, was in a 
terrible car accident on September 19, 2009. He was in 
ICU for three weeks. He was not expected to live, and if 
he did live, he was not expected to have much brain 
function. Gary had fractured too many bones to count. His 
lungs collapsed the night of his accident, his heart 
suffered a great deal, and yet he is recovering physically. 
 

On October 14th he stood up and took a few steps (with 
assistance.) His speech is coming along. He is taking 
occupational therapy, working on focusing, his attention 
span, and short term memory.  
 

He recognizes the people who visit him and he smiles a 
lot. He was a very likeable guy always. The occupational 
therapy will take a long time yet all the family members 
are very, very optimistic and ask for all kinds of continued 
support from everyone.  
 

Update Nov. 10th: Gary is able to eat solid food and walk 
if holding on to someone. He is making remarkable 
progress. He was sent a "Prayer Square" which was 
prayed over and knotted just for him this week. He was 
thrilled and is keeping it in the bed. He knows that the tiny 
quilted square represents love, prayers and hope just for 
him.  
 

The family believes this is truly a miracle and an answer 
to so many, many prayers. They give joyous thanks all 
who prayed for him and to our Lord God who is 
answering those prayers. Please keep him in your 
prayers today. 

DECEMBER 2009 MBUMC PRAYER FOCUS 
 

Please join the Mission Bend UMC Prayer Ministry team in this prayer 
  

Arise, shine; for your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. . . 

The sun shall no longer be your light by day, Nor for brightness shall the moon give light to you;  
But the Lord will be to you an everlasting light, and your God your glory. 

Isaiah 60:1, 19 KJV 
 

Loving Heavenly Father, 

 We want to walk as children of the light; we want to follow Jesus (hymn 

206).  Lord, you know how we stumble and fall, how we sometimes lose our way even 

as we desire to follow you.  Refocus our hearts and minds on you.  In each of us, O 

God, create a new heart, and renew a right spirit (Psalm 51:10).  As we journey 

through this Christmas season, refresh us so that we may come rejoicing into your 

presence.  Heal every wounded and broken place in us that hinders our fellowship with 

you.  God, pick up the pieces, put us back together again.  Heal us, O Lord, and we 

shall be healed; save us and we shall be saved, for You are our praise (Jeremiah 

17:14). 

 Lord, when we read again the Christmas story, we are reminded that Jesus 

could not come to a place where there was no room.  So Mary, Joseph and the baby 

Jesus were found in a humble place where there was room.  Only with your help, Lord, 

can we consider what is important in our lives and clear away the clutter of things not 

so important.  Be born in us anew as we watch for your light and your love.  Prepare 

our hearts for a new encounter with you, O Lord, the Living God. 

 We thank you, Lord, for the persons you call to lead us here in this 

community of faith: especially Ben Weibel, leader of Church Council, each team 

leader and member, each helper and each worker who offers their gift to you.  We 

thank you for their labors of love for your sake.  As we hear your call on our lives, free 

us for joyful obedience.  Inspire each of us to consider carefully how we too can be 

leaders and helpers, both in your church and in the places you show us every day.  In 

Jesusô name we pray,     Amen. 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay close by me forever, and love me, I pray; 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, And fit us for heaven to live with thee 

there. 

Hymn 217, Away in a Manger, v. 3 

RECYCLE UPPER ROOM & OTHER 
DEVOTIONALS 

  

Your old devotionals can help others.   
Please deposit them in the marked box   

which is  in the Narthex. 
Your devotionals will go to prisons,  

abused woman's shelters and  
other needy places. 

 

Please no hard covered books at this time.  

Stephen Ministry 

Continues Spreading the 

Warmth  
 

Sometimes it takes more than a parka 

or a blanket to keep another person 

warm.  Sometimes it takes the presence of a caring 

Christian friend. Stephen Ministers share the warmth 

of Godôs love with those who need it most: the lonely, 

the depressed, the grieving.  Is God calling you to 

reach out to those who are hurting? 
 

Consider Serving as a Stephen Minister! 
 

Classes will begin in late January, 2010.  
 

For Stephen Ministry Job Descriptions, 

Applications, and Training Dates,  

please call Stephen Leader, Monte Hyman  

at 281-858-0963.  

Christmas? Christmas? Christmas? 
 

Is Christ really in your Christmas?  In our busyness, does 
Jesus come to mind as we prepare for our celebrations?  
What are we celebrating anyway if itôs not Jesusô birth? 
 Are these hard questions that you prefer to ignore?  Well, 
please consider answering the aforementioned questions as 
you prepare for Christmas.  Please think of some ways that 
Christ can be included during your holidays.  It is not really 
difficult if we consider WWJD (What would Jesus do?)  I 
realize that this catchy phrase has been misrepresented on 
occasion, however, it seems appropriate at this time.  The 
reason that this is a good question is because as Christians 
we are trying to mirror Christ in our lives, therefore what we 
do should line up with who Jesus is in our lives and who we 
tell the world that we are.  We can ask ourselves this simple 
question as we shop for gifts for our loved ones; plan 
celebrations; visit family and friends; plan events to attend; 
decide which movies to see; decide which foods to eat or 
beverages to drink; how we treat other motorists; and/ or 
how we treat salespersons.  The list is endless, however, 
may I encourage each of us to keep Jesus as our focus.  
Please keep in mind that your life may be the only Bible that 
someone may read.  I am not suggesting that you should not 
have fun because Jesus and His disciples celebrated often.  
Please participate in fun events that Jesus can do, also!  
RememberééJesus is really the reason for a Christianôs 
Christmas and Jesus is LOVE! 
 
   Hazel 
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Itôs Time to Celebrate! 

30 Years of Mission Bend United Methodist Church 
 

You are invited to share in one of many events that  

Mission Bend United Methodist Church will be hosting in honor of our 30 years of ministry.  

We will be honoring past and present members, ministers, associate ministers, assistant ministers, directors and 

employees. This will be a glorious time shared by all.  

How Godly would it be to see all these people at Mission Bend United Methodist Church?  
 

The banquet, dinner and choir entertainment is January 9, 2010  

@ Mission Bend United Methodist Church (3710 Hwy. 6 South)  

The cost for this banquet is $10.00 per person.  

The good times will start at 6:00 p.m.  

Childcare will be provided at $5.00 per child, from newborn to 5 th  grade.  

They too, will receive a ôspecialõ dinner. 

In order to reserve your spot at the banquet, please make reservations at the church office,  

by phone (281 - 497 - 4491) or on the Mission Bend United Methodist Church website.  

Checks should be made out to MBUMC and in the memo field, please write banquet event.  
 

This will be another time that great memories will be made; along with pictures being taken and stories about 

how the children have grown up so much! We look forward to seeing you all at Mission Bend United Methodist 

Church! 

 

CHANGE OF SEASONS  
 

òThere is no change of seasons in Houston!ó Iõve heard some say, but I 

disagree.  Granted we may have winter, spring, summer, and fall in the same 

day, but we do have seasons.   Change is all around us.  Is that not what 

seasons are about?  Change in weather, change in holidays, change in events, 

and change in life.  
 

Iõm looking forward to a huge change.  I plan to retire  May 31, 2010, at the 

end of this school year.  Yes, there are mixed emotions with any change. For 

the past seven years almost every waking moment has been about Mission 

Bend Christian Academy.   Initially it was filled with òLord, how on earth do 

I file for a 501c3?ó  òHow do I resolve the unhappy parent problem?ó  òHow 

do I help parents see that their child really is not  perfect and really did 

bite, hit, or spit.ó 
 

Then it moved into òLord, give me a vision for the school.  The quality of 

education here is excellent.  How do we get the word out to the community 

that we have a great school!  Parents are pleased!  Students are pleased!  

The tuition is great.ó 
 

God is Faithful!  For every prayer the Lord has provided solutions, training, 

and support!  We have a wonderful school Board!  Mission Bend Christian 

Academy is well on its way.   I have been blessed!  
 

Iõve already been asked, òWhat will you do?ó  Letõs see, òThereõs weekday 

Bible studies, line dancing, bridge, water aerobics, supper club, OPUS, 

bowling, bingo, Tuesday morning  coffee, art classes, book club, and maybe a 

trip here or there!ó  Iõm ready for the new season! 

        Women's Celebration 
News   

 

Pictured above are the members of the 
Planning Team  for the recent "If The 
Shoe Fits" all day Women's Conference 
held at MBUMC with Shannon Perry as 
the guest speaker. 
  
 In November they participated in a 
diaper drive for a local pregnancy 
center and are working to make sure 
that 2010 will be a fun and spirit filled 
year for this ministry.  Watch  the 
church website and Sunday worship 
guide for our Jan.  Event details.  
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2010 PLEDGE CARD 
 

______________________________________________ 
  Name (Please Print) 

___________________________________________________ 

  Address 

___________________________________________________ 

  City/State/Zip 

___________________________________________________ 

  Email 

___________________________________________________ 

  Home Phone 
 

MBUMC 2010 Budget - $1,000,000 
 

Yes! I/We will support our church 

In the coming year 

 
CHOOSE ONE: 
 

  $___________Weekly for 52 weeks 
 

  $___________Semi-monthly for 24 periods 
 

  $___________Monthly for 12 months 
 

  $___________As follow _______________________________ 
 

  $__________Wkly/Semi-Mthly/Monthly (circle one) which is a  
 

  Step up of ______% over my/our previous giving. 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 

  Signature 

___________________________________________________ 

  Date 

Electronic Funds Transfer Authorization 
 

Please indicate the frequency of the automatic draft 

 

  Weekly-- Withdrawn on Monday 
 

  Semi-Monthly -- Withdrawn first and third Monday of each   

       month 
 

  Monthly --Withdrawn the first Monday of each month 
 

  Monthly --Withdrawn the third Monday of each month 
 

  _____Use bank account information currently on file. 

OR 

  _____Attach a void check for the account from  which withdrawal  

  will be made.  Withdrawals will begin in January unless otherwise            

  specified. 
 

  Note:  All withdrawals will be on the indicated day unless it is a  

  non-banking business day in which case the withdrawal will take  

  place on the next banking business day. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

     We thank you for your generous acceptance of  
stewardship and pray you may find the level of giving  
that is right for as you progress in your journey of faith 
and commitment.  Your pledges and contributions are 
a critical part of how we can make a difference in our 
church our community and our world. 

 
     Please complete this estimate of giving and return  
it in the offering plate or to the church office.  You  
may change your commitment at any time notifying 
the church office 

 
     If you have any questions regarding this card call  
the church office at 281-497-4491 

 

 
 
 

Electronic Fund Transfer 
  

     Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) is both a 
convenient and reliable way to fulfill your financial 
commitment to the church.  EFT is also the most cost 
efficient method of giving to the church since it reduce  
administrative cost and help maintain a predictable  
cash flow.  To choose EFT, simply complete the  
information on the reverse side. 

Thank You 
 

Over the past few weeks, weôve been looking at what the Bible teaches us about financial management. Weôve 

considered how we make and spend money, how we deal with debt, and how we save and invest for the future. Weôve examined 

how God wants us to relate to our money and earthly possessions, and weôve explored what it means to live a life of gratitude 

and contentment. We have studied and worshipped . . . and we have responded!  

Thank you for prayerfully considering what offering you will make to God through our church in the coming year. 

Your gifts are an act of worship and an investment in opportunities for God to work through us. Our prayer is that you will find 

greater contentment and simplicity in your life as you put God first in your giving and your living. May we all experience the 

joy that comes from knowing that our gifts honor God and change lives! 



Giving  

A lternatively  

P rogram  

 

  
 

Mission Bend United Methodist Church 
  

 

 

 

 

 
Undoubtedly, MBUMC is currently faced with some significant financial challenges ï both with meeting our apportionment 
pledge for 2009 and meeting the needs of the 2010 budget. 
 

God desires that ALL His people be able to give, each according to his own abilities and talents. Oftentimes, when we think of 
giving money for the Lordôs work, we limit ourselves to one method that we have always used.  
 

What is GAP?  

The Giving Alternatively Program is a series of projects directed by members of Mission Bend United Methodist Church with 
the goal to raise money that is directly funneled to MBUMCôs operating and apportionment budget. It does not take the place 
of annual pledges, but does provide a means by which a member can increase their financial giving.  
 

The Giving Alternatively Program or GAP  provides alternative ways for our members to make a personal financial 

commitment to our church. The program is designed to help members raise their financial contribution. Members will receive 
credit for any money that is raised by their donations or participation. 
 

Proposed GAP  Projects 
 

Storefront Donation of valuable items to be sold on an E-Bay storefront. Members donate items of value 

that wonôt be missed, but could provide a means for a giving unit to raise their pledges or make a step up of their 
contributions. 
 

Yellow Book Distribution- Mission Bend United Methodist Church will have 5 opportunities in 2010 to deliver 

phone book directories to homes and businesses in our area. The church will be paid directly by Yellow Book for our time. 
 

Donate a Service- Members donate a specific service that could be sold to other members. Examples of the types of 

services that could be sold: Hanging a ceiling fan, putting in a faucet, painting, yard work, hemming jeans and pants, baking, 
housecleaning, etc. 
 

Additional possibilities are limited only by our creativity and imagination. 
 

Please complete the following survey and place in the collection plate or submit to the desk at the church office. 
 

Ǐ I am interested in being part of the GAP  Administrative Committee. 

Ǐ I have items to donate for the E-Bay Storefront. 

Ǐ My family is ready to help with Phone Book Distribution. 

Ǐ I have a service to donate to the church. 
 

Contact Information: 

 
 
 
For more information about this exciting opportunity, please contact:  Ellen or Gary Bearicks   Home: 281-383-9322    
               E-mail: ewbearicks@aol.com 

Name:  Last:  First:  

Telephone:  Home:  Other:  

E- mail(s)      

Best time to 

contact:  

    



Trees That Wood 
 

     Once there were three trees on a hill in the woods. They were discussing their hopes and dreams when the first tree said, 
"Someday I hope to be a treasure chest. I could be filled with gold, silver and precious gems. I could be decorated with 
intricate carving and everyone would see the beauty."  
     Then the second tree said, "Someday I will be a mighty ship. I will take kings and queens across the waters and sail to 
the corners of the world. Everyone will feel safe in me because of the strength of my hull." 
Finally the third tree said, "I want to grow to be the tallest and straightest tree in the forest. People will see me on top of the 
hill and look up to my branches, and think of the heavens and God and how close to them I am reaching. I will be the 
greatest tree of all time and people will always remember me."  
     After a few years of praying that their dreams would come true, a group of woodsmen came upon the trees. When one 
came to the first tree he said, "This looks like a strong tree, I think I should be able to sell the wood to a carpenter" ... and he 
began cutting it down. The tree was happy, because he knew that the carpenter would make him into a treasure chest.  
At the second tree a woodsman said, "This looks like a strong tree, I should be able to sell it to the shipyard." The second 
tree was happy because he knew he was on his way to becoming a mighty ship.  
     When the woodsmen came upon the third tree, the tree was frightened because he knew that if they cut him down his 
dreams would not come true. One of the woodsmen said, "I don't need anything special from my tree so I'll take this one", 
and he cut it down.  
     When the first tree arrived at the carpenters, he was made into a feed box for animals. He was then placed in a barn and 
filled with hay. This was not at all what he had prayed for. The second tree was cut and made into a small fishing boat. His 
dreams of being a mighty ship and carrying kings had come to an end. The third tree was cut into large pieces and left alone 
in the dark. The years went by, and the trees forgot about their dreams.  
     Then one day, a man and woman came to the barn. She gave birth and they placed the baby in the hay in the feed box 
that was made from the first tree. The man wished that he could have made a crib for the baby, but this manger would have 
to do. The tree could feel the importance of this event and knew that it had held the greatest treasure of all time. Years later, 
a group of men got in the fishing boat made from the second tree. One of them was tired and went to sleep. While they were 
out on the water, a great storm arose and the tree didn't think it was strong enough to keep the men safe. The men woke the 
sleeping man, and he stood and said "Peace" and the storm stopped. At this time, the tree knew that it had carried the King 
of Kings in its boat.  
     Finally, someone came and got the third tree. It was carried through the streets as the people mocked the man who was 
carrying it. When they came to a stop, the man was nailed to the tree and raised in the air to die at the top of a hill. When 
Sunday came, the tree came to realize that it was strong enough to stand at the top of the hill and be as close to God as was 
possible, because Jesus had been crucified on it.  
     The moral of this story is that when things don't seem to be going your way, always know that God has a plan for 
you. If you place your trust in Him, He will give you great gifts. Each of the trees got what they wanted, just not in 
the way they had imagined. We don't always know what God's plans are for us. We just know that His ways are not 
our ways, but His ways are always best.  
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Sunday, December 6th  
 

Hayride and Christmas caroling through the 

neighborhoods.  Then we will come back a bonfire with 

sõmores and hot chocolate! 
 

Sunday, December 13 th  
MYF Christmas Party at the Wardõs 

We will have a dinner and a white elephant gift exchange  

during the dessert.   5-7pm drop off and pick up will  

be at the Wardõs.   19031 Woodglen Dr. 77084 
 

Sunday, December 20 th  
Family Christmas Caroling Party - NO MYF  
        

   

Sunday Youth Activities 
 

Youth Choir rehearsal 

Sundayôs at  3:00 - 4:00 pm 
 

 Jr. High MYF - 4:00 - 5:00 pm  
 

Dine-a-bite  -   5:00 - 5:30 pm 
 

Youth Worship - 5:30 - 6:00 pm  
 

 Sr. High MYF - 6:00 - 7:00 pm 
 

ALL YOUTH COMPLETING  

6th Gr & UP INVITED             
 



Sympathies to... 
 

 

 
 

To the family of Laura Glover (sister-in-law of Ruth Stoval) who 
passed away 
 

To the family of Francis Luda (mother of Dennis Luda) who 
passed away 
 

To the family of Bonnie Chenault (step mom of Karen Burkham) 
who passed away 
 

To the family of Hugh Vernan Remmert Jr. (brother of Teri 
Trainor) who passed away 
 

To the family of David Sibert (husband of Sharon Sibert) who 
passed away 
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The Community Bulletin Board is a place for anyone to place an ad if you 

are looking for help of some kind, selling something (i.e.; car, furniture, 

etc.), or to pass along information. Unfortunately, because of  limited 

space, we cannot place ads for businesses. Ads will run for only one 

month, unless otherwise notified. If you would like to place an ad, please 

contact Dawn in the church office by the newsletterôs deadline.  

Community 

Bulletin 

Board 

 

Articles for the January 
Newsletter are due on: 

 

Monday, December 21st 

Sunday 
Activities 

 

Worship Services 
8:30, 9:40 &  
11:00 am &  

7:30 pm Spanish 
Speaking Service 

 

Sunday School 
9:40 & 11:00 am 

 
 

 

Youth Sunday 
Activities 

 
 

Youth Choir 
3:00 pm  

 

Jr. High MYF 
4:00 - 5:00 pm 

 

Dine-a-Bite 
5:00 - 5:30 pm 

 

Youth Worship 
5:30 - 6:00 pm 

 

Sr. High MYF 
6:00 - 7:00 pm 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekly 
Activities 

 

Aerobics 
Mon & Wed    

6-7 pm 
Tues & Thur  

 9-10 am 

 
Celebration Choir 

Rehearsal 
Wed 7:00 pm 

 
Stephen Ministry  

1st Monday  
6:00 pm 

 
ñA Safe Place for 
Womenò  

share group 
Thurs  

5:30-7:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Bible 
 Studies 

 

Sundays 

Disciple 1 
(Youth) 
12:00 pm 

 

Jesus in the 
Gospels 
12:30 pm 

 
Mondays 

 

Disciple 3 
7:30 pm 

 
Tuesdays 

 

 

B.A.D. Girls & 
Boys  

 Bible Study 
10am 

 

Disciple 1 
7:00 pm 

 

Disciple 2 
7:00 pm 

 
Wednesdays 

 

Soul Sisters  
 7 pm 

 
 

USHERS FOR DECEMBER 
 

Ushers 
8:30   Alan Rotharmel , Florence MacCarthy,  

   A.D. Williams 

9:40 Randy Etheridge, Jerry Wernecke,  

 Myrtle Brownell, Carolyn Ajibolade 

11:00    Rick Melin, Karen Hall, Bernice Frimpong,  

 Christin Edwards 

           METHODIST MENôS   
     BIBLE STUDY & BREAKFAST  

December  12th 
    (2nd Saturday of each month) 

Room 121 

7:30 am - Coffee 
8:00 am - Continental Breakfast 

8:30 - 9:30 am - Discussion  

OPEN TO ALL MEN OF ALL AGES  

Crosses in the Sanctuary 
 

Thanks to all you who have donated large crosses for the 
Sanctuary. We are in the process of hanging these crosses 
and publishing a pamphlet listing the donor and a picture of 
the cross.  This is an on-going project for MBUMC so you still 
have time to make your donation. 

 

Have You been getting reminder emails 
from the church?  If not please email 

the church office with your email 
address and we can add you to the 

email list.  office@mbumc.org.  

 
Thank you 

GOT A WILL?  
 

If not, donôt worry.  The State of Texas has one for you.  The 

state has one for you.  They will decide how your estate is settled 

and what happens to your kids!  Not what you want?  Check 

with Harvest Ministries. 


